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▲ From ‘A’ to ‘Z’,  from Agriculture to your local Zoo, Federal, State, and Local government buyers seek to fill agency shopping 
carts with more services, new data and analytic solutions, and better technologies during procurement conferences — Pages 7+10
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Featured inside  bdpatoday 
 
◄ EARTH DAY 2016
Earth Day is April 22, 2016. On the first 
Earth Day in 1970, 22 million Americans 
celebrated clean air, land, and water. 
 
► Supercomputing: Calls for Participation
 
► BDPA-DC and Bowie State University 
to co-host Regional Innovation Summit 
and IT Showcase, June 24-25, 2016
 
► How do Baseball and Softball activities 
help youth embrace science, technology, 
energy, and math (STEM)?
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in or entering 
information and communications technology (ICT) career 
fields and related industries.  Now in its 40th year (Volume XL) 
National BDPA (NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
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A B O U T  U S

 IT Senior Management Forum Symposium & Ceremony  — 05.12.16 | Palo Alto, CA

ITSMF’s mission is to increase the level of African-American representation at senior-levels of IT 
through executive leadership development programs, networking initiatives, formal mentoring 
and strategic partnerships.

According to their Vision Statement, ITSMF intends to graduate 500 professionals by 2020 
through a series of rich, developmental, and career-advancing programs, and do so by being a 
second family to its members and partners.

Technical professionals are encouraged to continue and accelerate their journey to the C-Suite 
while exploring timely and relevant topics critical to professional development. Throughout the 
year members and corporate partners gather at symposia, professional networking events, and 
conferences to build rewarding professional and personal relationships. Learn, share and network 
with other Technology executives in an atmosphere of trust, camaraderie and openness.    bt

bdpa.org
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w w w. u s a j o b s . g o v 
New Student Programs 

WASHINGTON, D.C.--Uncle Sam’s Pathways 
Programs offer clear paths to Federal 
internships for students from high school 
through post-graduate school and to 
careers for recent graduates, and provide 
meaningful training and career development 
opportunities for individuals who are at 
the beginning of their Federal service. As a 
student or recent graduate, you can begin 
your career in the Federal government by 
choosing the path that best describes you 
and where you are in your academics.

Internship Program: This program is for 
current students enrolled in a wide variety 
of educational institutions from high school 
to graduate level, with paid opportunities to 
work in agencies and explore Federal careers 
while still in school. Additional information 
about the Internship Program.

Recent Graduates Program: This program is 
for individuals who have recently graduated 
from qualifying educational institutions 
or programs and seek a dynamic, career 
development program with training and 
mentorship. To be eligible, applicants must 
apply within two years of degree or certificate 
completion (except for veterans precluded 
from doing so due to their military service 
obligation, who will have up to six years to 
apply). 

Presidential Management Fellows Program: 
For more than three decades, the PMF 
Program has been the Federal government’s 
premier leadership development program 
for advanced degree candidates. This 
program is now for individuals who have 
received a qualifying advanced degree 
within the preceding two years. 

For complete program information, visit: 
http://www.pmf.gov
 
For additional information on the Pathways 
Programs overall, visit: 
http://www.opm.gov/HiringReform/Pathways/      bt   

Source and photos: 
www.USAJobs.gov

Great Moments in BDPA History
 
Follow pins from previous years, Black History Month, Women’s History Month,  and other photo 
galleries with bdpatoday on your Community’s Success Story Boards now available on Pinterest 
and Facebook.  u https://www.pinterest.com/bdpatoday/ 

r Advance Planning Briefing for Interns (APBi) Photo courtesy: BDPA-DC

Legends of the Game -- During annual BDPA Regional TECH Summits, Advance Planning Briefing for 
Interns (APBi) round table discussions with local HBCUs and Minority Serving Institutions (HBCU/
MSIs), industry executives present challenges and opportunities with historical data to BDPA college 
and high school student members. Executives from federal agencies and local corporations also serve 
as panelists for the annual spring Advance Program Briefing to Industry (APBI) supporting industry 
forecasts and chapter outreach programs. Above (L-R): Captain Daniel Lakhani, U.S. Marine Corps; 
Admiral Michelle Howard, U.S. Navy and 2011 BDPA Regional Conference Keynote Speaker; Lisa 
Harbour-Carter (seated), Comcast; and Keith Scott, DoD Account Executive for #FireEye.
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#2016GPC

— photo courtesy BDPA-DC

r 2016 Government Procurement Conference 

WASHINGTON—The Government Procurement Conference is a 
national conference fostering business partnerships between the 
Federal Government, its prime contractors, and small, minority, 
service-disabled veteran-owned, veteran-owned, HUBZone, and 
women-owned businesses. Now in its 26th year, the Government 
Procurement Conference has become the premier event for small 
businesses throughout the United States.

Participating firms will have the benefit of marketing their products/
services to procurement representatives and small business 
specialists from government agencies. Companies may choose to set 
up an exhibit table to showcase their capabilities or simply come as 
an attendee.

The conference also includes educational conference sessions, 
procurement matchmaking, and a dynamic exhibitor showcase.  bt

— Source: OSDBU.gov

— BDPA NoVA photo at 2009 OSDBU Conference courtesy bdpatoday

#EarthDay

 
WASHINGTON—This month, over one billion people in 192 countries 
will take action to protect our shared environment. All across the 
globe, in big cities to small villages and everything in-between, 
people are organizing, demanding climate action, cleaning up their 
local communities, meeting with their elected officials, planting 
trees, and teaching their children to protect our planet.

This year, in a rare and special event, United Nations Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon has invited every world leader to the United 
Nations to officially sign the Paris Climate Agreement reached this 
past December. It is no coincidence that the agreement is being 
opened for signatures on April 22nd, Earth Day.

“Earth Day is the largest, most recognizable face of the environmental 
movement,” said Kathleen Rogers, president of Earth Day Network. 
“Millions of people in dozens of different countries will become 
lifelong environmentalists this and every Earth Day. Hundreds 
of thousands will be children – our planet’s future. They will join 
the more than 1 billion people who already use Earth Day to focus 
on the urgent need to stabilize and reduce global greenhouse gas 
emissions, fight climate change, act locally, become climate voters, 
and protect their children’s futures.”

This year Earth Day Network is focusing on the urgent need to plant 
new trees and forests worldwide. Throughout the year, EDN sponsors 
and takes part in tree plantings across the US and worldwide. But 
this year we are raising the stakes. As we begin the four year count 
down to Earth Day’s 50th anniversary in 2020, Earth Day Network is 
pledging to plant 7.8 billion trees worldwide – one for every person 
on Earth! That’s incredibly ambitious, but we believe this down-
payment must be made in order to combat climate change and keep 
our most vulnerable eco-systems from facing extinction.

“We have no higher priority this year than to make sure the United 
States, China, India, the EU, and all the largest CO2 emitters sign 
the Paris Agreement. EDN has launched a petition calling on world 
leaders – including President Obama — to show leadership. (You 
can sign the U.S. petition).We need to prove that what happened in 
Paris last December was not all talk. We need to take action.  Signing 
the Paris Agreement this Earth Day at the United Nations is just the 
beginning,” Rogers said.
 

See Earth Day on page 11







AG, the FAA & Drones on the Farm
WASHINGTON — The required 60-day public comment period for 
FAA’s proposed Small UAS Rule closed last year. After reviewing the 
comments submitted, FAA has the option of revising the rule and 
potentially reopening the public comment period before publishing 
the final version, although an additional comment period is not 
required.

Until a final rule is published, however, many large-scale companies 
eager to utilize this incredible resource are holding off. “Big companies 
say, ‘We know drones are the future of ag, we are watching it, we want 
to stay involved, and we will stay in touch’,” says Barton. Palmer shares 
in his—and many others’—frustrations. “We started working back 
in 2003 before drones 
were en vogue and we 
always said we should 
run to this, not walk 
towards it because it will 
revolutionize the aviation 
industry,” says Palmer. “It 
already has and it’s going 
to shape it even more as 
the commercialization of 
drones begins.”

In the meantime, companies unable to meet proposed requirements 
are hedging their bets on two senators’ efforts to open the industry’s 
access to drone tech. Last May, U.S. Senators Cory Booker (D-NJ) and 
John Hoeven (R-ND) introduced the Commercial UAS Modernization 
Act (SB 1314), a bill that would set interim operating guidelines for 
commercial unmanned aircraft systems. (Last February, the House 
version, H.R. 4432, was referred to committee.)

The bill included provisions for promoting American innovation in 
drone and UAS technology, as well. “We cannot allow other countries 
to outpace us at what we do best. This legislation is essential to 
ensure our legacy as a country that leads the globe in technological 
innovation,” said Booker in a press release announcing the legislation. 
Until then, the bill awaits approval from the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation before possibly being sent to the House 
or Senate.   bt

— Source AgFunderNews.com
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There’s just so much science, nature, music, art, technology, storytelling and assorted good stuff out there 
that our kids (and maybe your kids) haven’t seen. It’s most likely not stuff that was made for them…

Photo courtesy TheKidsShouldSeeThis.com
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Continued from page 7

“That, coupled with our global activities, will make this the largest, most
 significant Earth Day in years. And it’s the perfect start in our countdown to 
Earth Day 2020, our 50th!”

Across the world, millions of schoolchildren and their teachers will take part in education, civic, 
and outdoor programs that will teach them about the importance of clean air and water, how to begin a lifelong 
practice of civic participation, and experience the wonders of nature. In almost every country on Earth, citizens will be
 making demands of their governments to take action to address the climate crises, starting with the signing of the Paris Climate Agreement 
on April 22nd, Earth Day.

This is Earth Day’s legacy – the largest and most active citizen engagement campaign on Earth. To learn more about Earth Day 2016, Trees 
for the Earth, and how you can get involved, visit: http://www.earthday.org. bt

Before Earth Day, check out: My Kids Should See This

-
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bdpatoday graphics courtesy ESPN Sports Science

BDPA Student Member and Social Media Intern Kyle Carter (right) , visits  Zepp Labs to explore wearable sports technology and new apps 
during the annual CES in Las Vegas. Zepp Labs empowers athletes and coaches with meaningful performance information to help them 
immediately improve their game with real-time data and 3-D analyses.  Photos: Zepp Labs and bdpatoday

Play Ball!
 
Baseball season is upon us, whereby the greatest opportunities for 
teachable moments in Math and Physics are now available in your 
young team’s dugout.  
 
Each year, multi-billion dollar sports and entertainment industries 
introduce new apps for business or pleasure for baseball and softball 
enthusiasts.

Coaches, team moms, team dads, and teachers  may also 
use a wide variety of new apps or videos to help students 
and athletes better understand math and physics concepts. 
 
Cable outlets, such as ESPN, have chosen to air STEM topics on their 
SportScience vignettes during programs such as SportsCenter.  bt



CBC TECH 2020 African American Inclusion Plan — National BDPA

Overview

In May 2015, the Congressional Black Caucus launched CBC TECH 2020 to bring together the best minds 
in the tech, non-profit, education and public sectors to chart a path forward to increase African American 
inclusion at all levels of the technology industry. The lack of African American representation in the 
technology industry means that many of our best and brightest – the problem solvers, critical thinkers, 
and those that challenge conventional thinking – are not included, and America’s global competitiveness 
suffers as a result. By adopting a CBC TECH African American Inclusion Plan, organizations are expressing 
their commitment to use their unique capabilities and networks to contribute to increasing diversity in the 
technology industry.

BDPA Mission

Black Data Processing Associates (BDPA) is a global member technology organization that delivers 
programs and services for the professional well-being of stakeholders. Founded in 1975, BDPA is a 
non-profit organization of professionals working in or having an interest in the Computer Science and 
Information Technology fields. BDPA has a diverse representation of information technology professionals. 
Included amongst the organization’s members are programmers, analysts, engineers, managers, instructors, 
entrepreneurs, and students, to name a few.
 
BDPA Motto:  “Advancing Careers from the Classroom to the Boardroom.”
 

BDPA Action Items
 
Outcome:    Increase the number of IT professionals ready to lead at all levels within industry.
 
Importance:  Diversity, especially African American, is needed across organizations to encourage, inspire 
and demonstrate that better decisions and business growth are achieved when there is equal representation 
at the table.
 
Action Steps:            
Develop and implement a Senior Leadership/Executive Track curriculum at the 2016 BDPA Conference 
for senior level staffers aspiring to acquire skills that enable them to grow and be considered for Director 
and above roles;
 
Identify opportunities to partner with ITSMF and others to create mentorships and training opportunities 
that assess and prepare our membership for senior leadership and/or executive level roles; and
 
Assess and create a BDPA program for senior leadership and/or executive level members that enable them 
to enhance, strengthen and grow their skills in preparation for new, current or future leadership roles.
 



CBC TECH 2020 African American Inclusion Plan — NBDPA continued

Outcome:   Grow the pipeline of future IT, Computer Science and S.T.E.M. talent through BDPA Con-
nect (College Outreach) and Student Information Technology Education and Scholarship (S.I.T.E.S.) 
program. The S.I.T.E.S. program encompasses the High School Computer Competition Program, IT 
Showcase and Mobile Application Showcase.
 
Importance:  To cultivate the next generation of talent and enable sustained presence in industry.
 
Action Steps:            
Launch BDPA Connect and our updated High School Computer Competition (HSCC) program across 
our 35+ chapters;
 
Conduct quarterly webinars with College students to increase awareness of our new program, training/
education, technology trends, internship and employment opportunities; and
 
Expand the participation, quality and sponsor engagement of the Mobile Application Showcase.

Outcome:    Establish and formalize partnerships with at least three (3) Silicon Valley technology firms to 
facilitate a pipeline of internships, as well as entry-level and experienced-hire talent. These partnerships 
may include the following: financial commitment, in-kind donations, recruitment opportunities, scholar-
ships, internship, strategic and executive support.
 
Importance:  These partnerships become a catalyst and enabler of increased workforce diversity and 
membership growth, initially in the Bay Area (California) and nationally thereafter.
 
Action Steps:            
Create targeted list of top 10 Silicon Valley tech companies;
 
Generate and send exploratory “partnership” inquiries to top 10 list, soliciting feedback to determine 
willingness to partner with BDPA; and
 
Create and execute MOUs based on partnership, mutual agreement and benefit.
  
Partnerships:
Information Technology Senior Management Forum (ITSMF), CompTIA, Coalition of Hispanic, Afri-
can and Native Americans for the Next Generation of Engineers and Scientists (CHANGES), Diversity-
Comm, and Diversity In Action.
 
Learn More:  BDPA — http://www.bdpa.org
CBC TECH 2020: http://cbc-butterfield.house.gov/tech
#CBCTECH2020



P.18   bdpatoday.org  l  April 2016

Find out at the 4th USA Science & Engineering Festival Expo! Explore 
3,000 hands-on exhibits from the World's leading professional scientific 
and engineering societies, universities, government agencies, 
high-tech corporations and STEM outreach and community 
organizations.

The two-day Expo is perfect for teens, children and their families, and 
anyone with a curious mind who is looking for a weekend of fun and 
discovery. More than 350K+ attendees will celebrate science at the 
Expo, and engage in activities with some of the biggest names in STEM, 
hear stories of inspiration and courage, and rock out to science during 
our incredible stage show performances.

For more information on all Festival events and how you can get 
involved, visit www.usasciencefestival.org. 

FUEL YOUR
APRIL 16 & 17, 2016
WALTER E. WASHINGTON CONVENTION CENTER IN WASHINGTON, DC

AT THE NATION'S LARGEST CELEBRATION OF STEM!CURIOSITY

USASCIENCEFESTIVAL.ORGJOIN US FOR: X-STEM (APRIL 14) & SNEAK PEEK FRIDAY (APRIL 15)              

WHAT IS THE UNIVERSE MADE OF? WHY DID DINOSAURS GO EXTINCT? WHAT WILL BE THE NEXT 
MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH? WHAT DO MAGIC TRICKS & HIP-HOP HAVE TO WITH MATH? WHAT DO 
FOSSILS & ROCKS TELL US ABOUT THE EARTH’S SECRETS?

3,000+ FUN HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES

50+ EXCITING STAGE SHOWS

1,000 PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

REGISTER AT:









Build, tune, and race your high-performance 
computing cluster to the finish!

SC16 is excited to hold another nail-biting  
Student Cluster Competition (SCC), now in its 
10th year, as an opportunity to showcase student 
expertise in a friendly yet spirited competition.

In this real-time, non-stop, 48-hour challenge, teams of six 
undergraduate and/or high school students assemble a small 
cluster of their own design on the SC16 exhibit floor and race 
to show the greatest sustained performance across a series of 
scientific applications and benchmarks. Teams also compete to 
impress HPC industry judges and SC participants with visual-
izations, posters, presentations and interviews.

Prior to the competition, teams work with their advisor and 
vendor partners to design and build a cutting-edge cluster from 
commercially available components that does not exceed a 
3120-watt power limit (26-amp at 120-volt), and work with ap-
plication experts to tune and run the competition applications.

Held as part of the SC16 Students@SC Program, the Student 
Cluster Competition SCC provides a one- of-a-kind multidisci-
plinary educational experience.  The competition is designed to 
introduce the next generation of students to the high-perfor-
mance computing community. Over the years, the competition 
has drawn teams from around the world, and continues to be 
exciting, educational, and a truly rewarding experience for stu-
dents, advisors, vendor partners and SC participants. 

For complete information or to apply for the SC16  
Student Cluster Competition, go to: 
http://sc16.supercomputing.org/studentssc/ 
student-cluster-competition/

Contact us at:  
student-cluster-competition@info.supercomputing.org

Applications now open!

Submit your application at: 
https://submissions.supercomputing.org

Application Deadline:
April 15, 2016

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n fe re n ce  fo r  H i g h  P e r fo r m a n ce  C o m p u t i n g ,  N e t w o r k i n g ,  S t o r a g e  a n d  A n a ly s i s

http://sc16.supercomputing.org/     https://twitter.com/StdntClstrCmptn 

C o n f e r e n c e  D a t e s :  N o v e m b e r  1 3  -  1 8 ,  2 0 1 6     

Student Cluster Competition The Competition is heating up!

E x h i b i t i o n  D a t e s :  N o v e m b e r  1 4  -  1 7 ,  2 0 1 6 
Conference Dates:  N o v e m b e r  1 3  -  1 8 ,  2 0 1 6         

Follow us on 
Facebook 
and Twitter
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#BDPAConnect16 | ATLANTA

Technology and Career Expo
National High School Computer Competition
National I.T. Showcase
National Mobile App Showcase
 
Analytics, Big Data, Cyber, DevOps, Data Centers, 
Cloud Computing sessions, and more... 
Pre-Register today @ www.bdpa.org


