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Tech and Community Programs with
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2016 Program Guide
Industry Reception and Welcome
► Opening Keynote Remarks
► Awards Banquet
► Presentation of Awards
► Closing Remarks
► Adjournment
► Partnership and Networking08
►

If your agency runs on apps,
Application Intelligence is for you.
– See real-time application performance, user experiences,
and infrastructure capacity
– Act fast. Isolate, resolve and automate the resolution of
performance bottlenecks — in production
– Know your mission impact with real-time application analytics

See how your apps are performing.
Start a FREE trial at appdynamics.com

NEXT-GENERATION
IT SOLUTIONS FOR MISSION
SUCCESS
Every day CSRA makes a difference in how the
government serves our country and our citizens.
We are inspired by the important missions of
our customers and we believe that by working
together we can deliver exceptional
next-generation IT solutions and professional
services to enable the safety, security, health and
well-being of our nation.

Proud to sponsor BDPA in their mission
to advance careers from the classroom
to the boardroom.

csra.com

HSCC Reaches 30-Year Milestone
The National High School Computer Competition (HSCC), powered by BDPA, was founded in 1986 by Dr. Jesse L. Bemley, a National
BDPA Life Member from Washington, D.C.
What started as a two-team event between Washington, D.C. (BDPA-DC) and Atlanta, GA (BDPA Atlanta) HSCC Teams has grown to
over 25 teams of various high school students from BDPA Chapter cities throughout the nation. It was all designed to introduce Student
Members to the field of data processing, now Information Communication and Technology (ICT) careers, to encourage students to
seek higher levels of training, certification, education, and groom many of them to become our next generation of ICT leaders and
professionals.
BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1975 to promote professional
growth and technical development in underserved communities for those in or entering information and communications technology
oriented fields of interest and related industry sectors.
Backgrounder and upcoming technology events: BDPADC.org

INDUSTRY KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Nicci Williams is currently a Senor Business Development Manager at Amazon
Web Services, Inc. (AWS).
In this role, Nicci is responsible for business growth strategy for the AWS
GovCloud (US) Region which provides cloud infrastructure and advanced
services to US Government and commercial entities with strict regulatory
and compliance requirements. This includes collaboration with mission
and system owners within National Security, Defense and Federal Civilian
communities, as well as partnership with systems integration and technology
partners to accelerate availability and adoption of innovative, compliant
solutions on the AWS platform.

Nicci Williams

Amazon Web Services, Inc.

Her career spans nearly 15 years in the aerospace and defense industry.
Prior to joining AWS, Nicci worked at Lockheed Martin, where she began
her career supporting the NASA Manned Space Flight Awareness Program
at Stennis Space Center in Stennis, MS. During her tenure, she held several
key Business Development and Capture leadership positions spanning
International C4ISR, Network Communications, and IT Modernization and
Sustainability solutions.
Nicci currently serves on the National Board for Women in Defense, a leading
non-profit national security association promoting advancement of women
in Defense and STEM. She is also an active member of National Defense
Industrial Association and the Armed Forces Communication and Electronics
Association (AFCEA). Having recently joined BDPA, she looks forward to
working with leadership and students to explore use of next generation IT
and Developer tools in support of technology inclusion initiatives.
Nicci has a Masters in Business Administration from the University of New
Orleans, and a Masters in International Business from Groupe ESC Grenoble
Graduate School of Business in Grenoble, France.

2016 Lifetime
Achievement Award

2016 Entrepreneur
of the Year

TERRY HALVORSEN

AARON SAUNDERS

Terry Halvorsen assumed the duties as the Department
of Defense Chief Information Officer effective March 8,
2015. He previously served as the Acting Department of
Defense Chief Information Officer. Prior to that, he was
the Department of the Navy Chief Information Officer.

Aaron Saunders is the CEO/Founder of Clearly Innovative
Inc., a minority o

wned digital solutions provider
headquartered in Washington, D.C. with offices in New
York City. The firm shapes ideas into viable products and
transform clients’ existing technologies into stunning
solutions. Clearly Innovative is a leader in early adaption
and implementation of cutting edge technologies, from
mobile strategy and design to developing innovative web
based solutions. Clearly Innovative provides support and
expertise through services focused on product strategy,
user experience, design and development.

As DoD CIO, Mr. Halvorsen is the principal advisor to the
Secretary of Defense for Information Management /
Information Technology and Information Assurance as
well as non-intelligence space systems; critical satellite
communications, navigation, and timing programs;
spectrum; and telecommunications. He provides strategy,
leadership, and guidance to create a unified information
management and technology vision for the Department
and to ensure the delivery of information technologybased capabilities required to support the broad set of
Department missions.
Before serving as the Department of the Navy CIO, Mr.
Halvorsen was the deputy commander, Navy Cyber
Forces. He began serving in that position in January 2010
as part of the Navy Cyber reorganization. Previous to
that, Mr. Halvorsen served as the Deputy Commander,
Naval Network Warfare Command. He was responsible
for providing leadership for over 16,000 military and
civilian personnel and supporting over 300 ships and
approximately 800,000 globally dispersed computer
network users. In this position he was responsible for the
business performance of Navy network operations, space
operations, information operations and knowledge
management.
Mr. Halvorsen served as an Army intelligence officer in a
variety of assignments, including Operations Just Cause
and Desert Storm. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
history from Widener University, and a master’s degree
in educational technology from the University of West
Florida. He is a Rotary International Paul Harris Fellow and
an Excellence in Government Leadership Fellow.

Clearly Innovative’s educational branch, Luma Lab,
recently was selected to operate a new tech incubator
on Howard University’s campus designed to support
entrepreneurs that are currently underrepresented in the
innovation ecosystem. Luma Labs also provides summer
and yearlong technology classes to middle school students
at Howard University Middle School for Math and Sciences,
Georgetown Day School, and two branches of the
Washington Region Boys and Girls Club.
Aaron is a software developer with over twenty five years
experience and has strong technical, communication, and
collaboration abilities. Aaron has a BS in Computer Science
from Ohio Wesleyan University and an MBA in Information
Technology Strategy and Marketing from the NYU Stern
School of Business.
Aaron is highly adept at helping organizations add business
value using mobile and web applications. His team recently
deployed mobile apps for the Smithsonian Institution’s new
National Museum of African American History and Culture.
Aaron also is recognized in this space as the thought
leader on the Appcelerator Titanium platform and his book
“Building CrossPlatform Apps using Titanium, Alloy, and
Appcelerator Cloud Services” was published in November
2014.

2016 BDPA-DC President’s Awards

Michael Smith

David Reid

Mr. Michael “Smitty” Smith is a retired
veteran of the United States Army (1999).
He started his IT career in 1988 while in the
Army. He has held several positions in IT on
the client server side in the military and the
civilian sector.

David Reid is an information technology (IT)
technical consultant at Team DR Consulting.
Leveraging his U.S. Army experience and
his 30-year experience in information
technology, he provides strategic planning
and technical consulting for customer
information infrastructure.

He joined the H.O.P.E Project DMV in 2011
on a volunteer basis supporting the project
as a night time instructor. In March of 2015
he was offered and accepted the position
of lead daytime Instructor for the H.O.P.E
Project. This allowed him the opportunity to
start his own business (MCS IT Training LLC.)
His hobbies are enjoying playing golf every
chance he gets if the weather is right,
watching sports in person or on television,
and spending time with his grandchildren.

Dean Cook

Mr. Dean D. Cook is originally from Dayton,
Ohio. He received his Bachelors Degree
in Information Systems Management from
the University of Maryland. He joined the
United States Army in 1982 and made
his way to Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington DC as a Medical
Supply Specialist, later changing his job
David also is a volunteer for H.O.P.E. Project to Computer Programmer. He’s earned
DMV based in Washington, D.C. David certifications in Microsoft and CISCO. He
received his AA Engineering Technology has had the opportunity to serve in Frankfurt,
degree from the Prince Georges Community Germany and in Vicenza, Italy.
College and holds three certification levels
as a Storage Solutions Architect.
While serving as a Sergeant First Class, he
had the opportunity to work on many types
David lives in Prince Georges County of computer systems, mainframes, miniMaryland with his beautiful wife and their computer and personal computers. Dean
three dogs. In his free time, David enjoys had the opportunity to ‘code’ in many
traveling, golf and motorcycle riding.
computer languages.
After retiring from the United States Army,
and for the past 18 years, Mr. Cook worked
on the close support team, the client server
team, and as a Network Engineer with
Lockheed Martin Corporation/Ledios.
Mr. Cook continues to pass his working
knowledge onto H.O.P.E. Project DMV
Students, where he provides students
instruction with CompTIA A+, Network+, and
Security+. He has been married to Kimberly
Cook (US Army Sergeant First Class Retired)
for 31 years. His son, Stedman, attends the
University of Connecticut, and is a member
of their track team. Mr. Cook enjoys sports
and reading computer books in his spare
time.

2016 MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Thurman Jones is the Founder and Executive Director of Patriots Technology
Training Center. Patriots provides Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
(STEM) education to students in Prince George’s County, MD and surrounding
communities.
Patriot’s education is delivered via multiple programs throughout the calendar
year which allows students to work in groups or teams to compete in a wide
variety of STEM competitions.
In 2017, Patriot’s will reach a new milestone when they host the 20th Annual
Youth Summit on Technology next spring.

Thurman Jones
Patriots Technology
Training Center

Patriot’s program evolves from having a Youth Summit on Technology, Summer
Camp and the Patriots STEM Carnival. They also engage in Lego, Robotics,
Biomedical, Solar System, Flight Simulation, Video Design, Cyber Security, Science
Bowl competitions, and participation in the YMCA’s annual THINGAMAJIG®
Invention Convention.
Through Mr. Jones’ leadership, Patriot’s students have attended the National
Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) conferences from California, North Carolina,
Massachusetts, Nevada, and Texas.

pr
os
our
ce360.
com

