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XSEDE: Supercomputing resources and high-end data visualization
WASHINGTON—Scientists, engineers,
social scientists, and humanists around
the world – many of them at colleges
and universities – use advanced digital
resources and services every day.
Things like supercomputers, collections
of data, and new tools are critical to the
success of those researchers, who use
them to make our lives healthier, safer,
and better.
Known
as
Extreme
Science
and
Engineering
Discovery
Environment (XSEDE), this project

links computers, data and people
from around the world. XSEDE is
an NSF-funded virtual organization
that integrates and coordinates the
sharing of advanced digital services
- including supercomputers and highend visualization and data analysis
resources - with researchers nationally
to support science.
Digital services provide users with
seamless integration to NSF’s highperformance computing and data
resources.
XSEDE’s
integrated,

comprehensive suite of advanced digital
services combined with other high-end
facilities and campus-based resources,
serve as the foundation for a national
cyber-infrastructure ecosystem.
XSEDE also provides the expertise to
ensure that researchers can make the
most of the supercomputers and tools.
— See XSEDE on page 6
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Survey finds 52%
believe
robots will perform
most human activities
in 30 years
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Robots, artificial intelligence (Ai), and machine learning will affect employment
and public policy. The Brookings Institution’s recent survey asked how likely robots are to take over
most human activities within the next 30 years. Nineteen percent feel this was very likely, 33 percent
believe this is somewhat likely, 23 percent feel it is not very likely, and 25 percent of us are not sure.
There were not significant differences by demographic group or region. People aged 35 to 54 were a bit
more likely to believe this was very likely, compared to those living in the South or adults under the age
of 35. Males and older individuals were the ones most likely to say this was not very likely to happen.
The poll also found people divided 32 to 29 percent regarding whether the U.S. government should set
up a Federal Robotics Commission to regulate robot development and usage.
This online survey polled 2,021 adult Internet users in the United States June 4 to 6, 2018 through
the Google Surveys platform. Responses were weighted using gender, age, and region to match the
demographics of the national Internet population as estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau’s Current
Population Survey. bt
– Source: The Brookings Institution
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XSEDE

Workforce

— XSEDE

Development

Programs
•

XSEDE
EMPOWER
(Expert
Mentoring Producing Opportunities
for Work, Education, and Research)
recruits and enables a diverse group
of students who have the skills or are interested in acquiring the
skills - to participate in the work of
XSEDE. XSEDE staff, researchers,
and educators are invited to
recruit and mentor undergraduate
students to engage in a variety
of
XSEDE
research
activities.

•

Computing4Change
engages
students in a week-long experience,
using
visualization
and
data
analytics to increase awareness,
interest, and ultimately inspire
students to continue their path in
advanced
computing
careers.

•

•

Student Champions encourages
students
to
work
alongside
Campus Champions to motivate
and excite researchers, educators
and
fellow
students
on
their
campus to take advantage of
XSEDE resources and services.
The annual PEARC (Practice &
Experience in Advanced Research
Computing) Conference engages
students in tutorials, poster sessions,
a student modeling day, mentorship
program and access to the technical
program sessions. Limited travel
awards are available each year.

Discover more at XSEDE.org. bt
_________________________

In next month’s edition of bdpatoday, we will
preview National BDPA’s 40th annual National
Technology Conference and Career Fair, August
9-11, 2018, Hyatt Regency New Orleans.
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July 22-26 Pittsburgh, PA
PEARC | Practice & Experience in Advanced Research Computing

The theme of this year’s conference is Seamless Creativity. It is for scientists and
engineers, scholars and planners, artists and makers, students and teachers, all
who depend on the efficiency, security, reliability and sustainability of increasingly
complex and powerful digital infrastructure systems.
PEARC18 will provide a forum for discussing challenges, opportunities and solutions among directors, managers, computational scientists, end users, students,
educators, system administrators, user support staff, as well as industry and
government agency representatives from around the world.

PEARC18 will offer a dynamic student program and diversity
efforts, bringing together researchers, students, and prospective
users from under-represented groups and new disciplines.
PEARC18 will offer tutorials, plenary talks, panels and in-depth technical content that will inform experts in the field while also providing introductions to the
tools, technologies and methods of computational science to new users. The
conference will feature a dynamic student program and diversity efforts, bringing
together researchers, students, and prospective users.
— photo courtesy PEARC

Regional BDPA Technology Conferences
L E G I S L AT I V E A F FA I R S

WASHINGTON

— Ron Hamm

06.25.18

— The

complete
3-bill

Senate
work

on

will
the

appropriations

package

(called

a

“minibus”) that contains
the FY 2019 Energy &
Water; Legislative Branch;
and Military Construction
appropriations bills – which has already passed
the House.

It will then take up the $860 billion

Farm Bill Reauthorization, covering farm commodity
programs and federal nutrition programs, which
squeaked through the House last week on a 213211 vote – but is controversial because it includes
stricter work requirements for 5-7 million food stamp
recipients.

On the House side, there is much speculation this
week as to whether the House will take up the

In June 2018, National BDPA hosted regional technology and
innovation summits in Tennessee and Maryland featuring R&D
and coding competitions for college and high school students.
Finalists are heading to Nationals in New Orleans next month.

second of 2 immigration bills after the more “hardline” GOP bill failed last week - especially after a
series of tweets from the President telling them it
was a waste of time because the bill could not pass
the Senate.

The House will take up the FY 2019 Defense
Appropriations bill and a motion to go to conference
on the FY 2019 Defense Authorization bill. bt
_____________

Ron

Hamm

provides

federal

government

relations, strategic counsel, and consulting to
education, municipal, and private sector clients
with a focus on returning value to the client. Ron
applies a collaborative and hands-on approach
to client management, providing advice and
counsel on issues concerning higher education,
research and development (R&D), economic and
community development, tax, transportation,
broadband, and government marketing.

He

formulates and executes strategies to secure
federal

funding,

legislation,

and

regulatory

changes that support HCG’s client priorities.
Hamm Consulting Group
400 North Capitol Street, NW Suite 585
Washington D.C. 20001

S (Top photo) Students from National BDPA’s Middle Tennessee Chapter
participate in the 2018 South Regional IT Showcase. (Above) The High
School Coding Competition (HSCC) team from National BDPA’s New
Jersey Chapter checks in to the 2018 Northeast Regional Innovation Summit
at the Meade Training & Conference Center co-hosted by National BDPA’s
Washington, D.C. Chapter. — Photos provided by BDPA Memphis and bdpatoday

202.596.8384
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MMTC
Marks
the
50th
Anniversary of the FCC’s
Leadership in Equal Opportunity
WASHINGTON — This month, the
Multicultural Media, Telecom and
Internet Council (MMTC) celebrates a
landmark in history: the decision by the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC), 50 years ago today, to ban
race and gender discrimination in
broadcast
employment. This
act
paved the way for Hon. Mignon
&O\EXUQWREHFRPHWKH¿UVWZRPDQ
FKDLU  DQG  ¿UVW  $IULFDQ$PHULFDQ
woman commissioner of the FCC;
and for Hon. Ajit Pai to become the
¿UVW,QGLDQ$PHULFDQFKDLUPDQRIWKH
agency.
On July 19th, 2018, during the
16th Annual Access to Capital and
Telecom Policy Conference, MMTC
will honor Clyburn for her work and
contributions as commissioner and
chair, particularly to advance diversity
in entrepreneurship and access to
broadband and equal opportunity
in media and telecom. During the
conference, Congressman James
Clyburn will bestow MMTC’s Everett
C. Parker Lifetime Achievement Award
upon her.
The FCC’s decision in Nondiscrimination
Employment Practices of Broadcast
Licensees (13FCC2d 766, issued
July 3, 1968) granted a petition by the
United Church of Christ’s Dr. Everett
Parker and its attorney, Earle K. Moore.
Dr. Parker went on to co-found MMTC
and serve for three decades as an
007&'LUHFWRUDQG2ႈFHU'U3DUNHU
passed away in 2016 at the age of 102.
Mr. Moore brought several landmark
FDVHV SUR ERQR IRU WKH 8&&¶V 2ႈFH
of Communication, including the 1966
D.C. Circuit case that established
citizen standing in broadcast licensing
cases (359 F.2d 994).
See MMTC on page 9
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Multicultural Media, Telecom and
Internet Council | MMTC
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MMTC

In Mr. Moore’s honor, MMTC created
the Earle K. Moore Fellowship
Program to train law students to
practice before the FCC.
The FCC’s 1968 decision was
laudable and game-changing; but
¿IW\  \HDUV  ODWHU  WKHUH UHPDLQV
much to do. Minority broadcast
ownership did not exceed 1% of the
number of stations until 1982, and
50 years later, broadcast ownership
is less than 1% of industry asset
value – and is in decline. Today,
minorities are underrepresented
in tech ownership, employment
diversity, and broadband adoption
even as evolving technology
becomes increasingly enmeshed
in our everyday lives. We are
better than this. As we continue
WKH¿JKWIRUMXVWLFHDQGHTXDOLW\
in social, economic, and digital
treatment, we urge the FCC take a
leadership role the way it did in 1968
when it began to desegregate the
broadcasting industry. A good start
would be for the FCC to evaluate
each of its actions through the
lens of compassion, equality, and
equal opportunity in the industries
it regulates.

BDPA TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE August 9-11
NEW ORLEANS | Ai

z

Big Data z Cloud z Cyber z Data Science BDPA.org

NCTA, the Internet & Television
Association (formerly the National
Cable
&
Telecommunications
Association) is the principal trade
association for the U.S. broadband
and pay television industries,
representing more than 90% of the
U.S. cable market and over 200
cable networks. bt
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08.09.18
Are you attending the 40th
annual National BDPA
Technology Conference
and Career Fair?
National BDPA brings industry and government together
with members of Industry’s Information Communications
Technology (ICT) career disciplines. We return to New
Orleans, Louisiana on Wednesday, August 8, 2018 to
convene at the Hyatt Regency New Orleans.
Pre-register at BDPA.org

JOIN. SUBSCRIBE. PARTNER. www.bdpatoday.com

bdpatoday
611 Pennsylvania, Avenue, SE., Suite 213
Washington, D.C. 20003
bdpatoday.com

