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BDPA’s Washington, D.C. 
Chapter reaches its 40-year 
milestone, celebrating TECH 
with Harlem Fine Arts Show
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CBC TECH 2020 delegation visits Silicon Valley
WA S H I N G TO N — C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
Black Caucus (CBC) Diversity Task 
Force Co-Chairs Representatives G. 
K. Butterfield (NC) and  Barbara Lee
(CA) welcomed Representative Maxine
Waters (CA), Ranking Member of the
Financial Services Committee and
Representative Gregory Meeks (NY),
also a member of the committee, to the
third CBC TECH 2020 delegation to
Silicon Valley. On this trip, the members
of Congress met with four technology
CEOs — Brian Chesky (AirBnB), Tim

Cook (Apple), Jack Dorsey (Square & 
Twitter), and Dan Schulman (PayPal). 
Members proposed a Tech CEO summit, 
where leaders of major technology 
corporations must come together to 
determine specific actions needed to 
increase minority representation and 
inclusion across tech industries. 

The members focused on the Black 
employee experience, why Black 
employees leave tech, access to capital 
and technology for Black startups 

and small businesses, and the overall 
climate for Blacks living in Silicon Valley. 
The members also met with more 
than 15 organizations that are growing 
Black talent pipelines within the tech 
industry, 30 Black tech employees, 10 
diversity directors from small and large 
companies, and several Black startup 
founders and investors. 

— See CBC TECH 2020 on page 6

__________
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Every day CSRA makes a difference in how the 

government serves our country and our citizens. 

We are inspired by the important missions of 

our customers and we believe that by working 

together we can deliver exceptional  

next-generation IT solutions and professional 

services to enable the safety, security, health and 

well-being of our nation.

csra.com

NEXT-GENERATION
IT SOLUTIONS FOR MISSION 

SUCCESS 

Proud to sponsor BDPA in their mission 
to advance careers from the classroom 

to the boardroom.

http://www.gd.com/careers
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in 
or entering information and communications 
technology (ICT) career fields and related 
industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly 
or monthly newsletters.  For newsletter or web 
portal advertising rates, publication schedules, 
online calendars, and newsletters, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting 
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com . 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published 
by participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   

Unless otherwise noted by own copyright, art and 
graphics ©National BDPA, ©BDPADC, ©bdpatoday, 
©PTTV, and ©GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of ICT 
industry, chapter news, 
and community IT, Cyber, 
and STEM events. Forward 
advertisements, articles, 
calendar of events, or images 
with captions and credits to: 
info@bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit 
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .  
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or following 
National BDPA on social 
media does not constitute 
an endorsement. Contributor 
opinions are not necessarily 
those of National BDPA, 
local BDPA Chapters, nor 
bdpatoday. 
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CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE — CBC TECH 2020 

The first CBC TECH TALK was held in Silicon Valley. 

This town hall-style event focused on developing 

strategies for building Black wealth in tech. The 

event was moderated by Bloomberg reporter, Aki 

Ito, and was streamed live. The members also 

recorded a live podcast with educational institutions 

and nonprofits focused on workforce development 

and growing the talent pipeline.

The members released the CBC TECH 2020 

S.M.A.R.T. Principles for growing Black wealth in 

tech. The five principles provide a guide for the 

tech industry to maintain its global competitiveness 

while ensuring the wealth created is shared by all. 

In the coming weeks, the CBC Diversity Task Force 

will convene a series of meetings with stakeholders 

and tech companies to advance these principles 

and make bold commitments to a more inclusive 

tech economy.

As the discussion around regulation of the tech 

industry intensifies, members want to ensure that 

efforts to increase the numbers of underrepresented 

minorities, public reporting of diversity data, and 

best practices for an inclusive work environment are 

part of the discussion. 

The Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) was a 

frequent topic of discussion because the members 

met with several firms and the law may serve as a 

guide for Congress when developing regulation that 

ensures tech companies help address the needs of 

all communities in which they operate and serve. bt

_____________ 

In our next month’s edition of bdpatoday, we 

will examine CBC’s TECH 2020 initiative across 

government and Industry’s progress.

HARLEM FINE ARTS SHOW June 14-17
WASHINGTON | Secure a Father’s Day Arts+Jazz pak!

The Harlem Fine Arts Show (HFAS) is the largest traveling art show in the United 
States showcasing art and artists of the African Diaspora. Since its inception in 
2009, HFAS has had over 60,000+ visitors, traveled to 10+ cities as well as show-
cased 100+ artists and galleries. 

HFAS prides itself on its uncanny ability to bring people of all different back-
grounds together to celebrate fine arts of the African Diaspora. 

Inspired by the Harlem Renaissance, HFAS provides a platform for visionaries 
and visual artists to exhibit and sell their artwork.  The Harlem Fine Arts Show 
also creates economic empowerment, educational opportunities, and professional 
recognition within multicultural communities. 

As the Harlem Fine Arts Show honors its past and embraces the history of now, 
HFAS will continue to impact communities and shape the future of the fine arts 
world.

—  photo courtesy HFAS

National BDPA’s Host Chapter for this year’s fine arts gala in 
Washington is BDPA of Greater Washington, D.C. — bdpadc.org
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS — Ron Hamm 

WASHINGTON 05.21.18 — The Senate 

Appropriations Committee begins work on 

the FY2019 appropriations bills, starting with 

subcommittee mark-ups of the FY2019 Agriculture 

and Energy & Water Appropriations bills.  The full 

House Appropriations Committee will mark up the 

FY2019 Interior Appropriations bill and the FY2019 

Transportation/HUD Appropriations bill. 

 

The House Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee will meet to mark up the 2018 Water 

Resources and Development Act (WRDA), which 

reauthorizes programs and projects of the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. 

According to water industry representatives, the bill 

is designed to move quickly through the House, with 

lawmakers omitting controversial provisions that 

could have held it up.

The President is scheduled to attend the swearing 

in of new CIA Director Gina Haspel.  Later, he meets 

at the White House with South Korean President 

Moon Jae-In and during a separate evening event 

will deliver the keynote address at the anti-abortion 

Susan B. Anthony Campaign for Life Gala at the 

National Building Museum.  Also on the docket he is 

hosting a roundtable discussion on immigration and 

will award the Medal of Honor to retired Navy SEAL, 

Master Chief Britt Slabinski.  

The President travels to Annapolis, MD to deliver 

a graduation address to the U.S. Naval Academy’s 

Class of 2018. bt

_____________ 

Hamm Consulting Group
400 North Capitol Street, NW Suite 585
Washington D.C. 20001

202.596.8384

rhamm@hammconsulting.com

BDPA TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE August 9-11
NEW ORLEANS |  Ai  l Big Data l Cloud l Cyber l Data Science   BDPA.org 

National BDPA’s Host Chapter for this year’s National Capital Regional 
Innovation Summit is BDPA of Greater Washington, D.C. — bdpadc.org
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From Film to Festival: 
NAMIC Hosts Community 
Panel with Telecomm 
Industry 

WASHINGTON — Last month, a 
conversation with some of the leading 
niche film festival organizers engaged in 
a deep dive on the state of serving niche 
audiences through diverse film content 
was held. Festival directors shared 
personal experiences and highlighted 
their needs from the local community 
at large to help their respective 
communities of filmmakers and other 
content creators be successful in getting 
distribution and sustaining a viable 
consumer base. The panel was hosted 
by the National Association for Multi-
ethnicity in Communications (NAMIC). 
Founded in 1980, NAMIC is the premier 
organization that educates, advocates 
and empowers for multi-ethnic diversity 
in the communications industry.

NCTA sponsored last month’s community 
and industry outreach event in one 
of the most advanced theaters in the 
country. One of Washington, DC’s 
most technically advanced locations 
for premiers, screenings and other 
industry events, NCTA’s two-story, 
105 seat, theater features a multi-
format high-definition video, 2K and 
4K 3D high-frame-rate Dolby Digital 
Cinema. The theater represents the 
best audience experiences available 
including ButtKicker® technology which 
fully replicates the “feeling” range of 
many natural and human sounds and a 
Dolby Surround 7.1 cinema audio system 
complete with THX certification. 

NCTA, the Internet & Television 
Association (formerly the National Cable 
& Telecommunications Association) is the 
principal trade association for the U.S. 
broadband and pay television industries, 
representing more than 90% of the 
U.S. cable market and over 200 cable 
networks. BDPA Members attended with 
staff from bdpatoday and PTTV.  bt

SCOTUS Overturns PASPA
GAMING | eSports, Gamification, and Gambling Expands

WASHINGTON—Last  month’s Supreme Court decision 
overturns the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act 
(PASPA), a bill written nearly 25 years ago to insulate athletic 
organizations from “corrupting influences of sports gambling.”

By striking down PASPA, the Supreme Court effectively lays the 
groundwork for legalizing sports betting across all 50 states. As 
multi-billion dollar e-sports and gambling industries grow, so too 
does the likelihood gamers and players will be exposed to more 
bribes, exploitation, and other forms of corruption endemic to 
complacent environments where betting is poorly regulated.

For fantasy leagues, off-shore websites, and online booking, 
a “borderless Internet” makes it all but impossible to enforce 
state laws across state lines. Nonetheless, greater opportunities 
exist within our industry for game development, digital forensics, 
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and predictive analytics to 
expand all forms of online gaming and betting. bt
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EOP’s STEM Diversity Career Expo brings industry and 
government together with members of minority groups, 
women and people with disabilities in the SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, and MATHEMATICS 
(STEM) career disciplines. We return to Washington, D.C. 
on Friday, June 8, 2018 in the Ronald Reagan Building,  
1300 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20004. Pre-
register at EOP.com

JOIN. SUBSCRIBE. PARTNER.   www.bdpatoday.com
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Are you attending the 
EOP Diversity STEM 
Career Expo with BDPA?

¢ode On¢e. $ell Many.

bdpatoday
611 Pennsylvania, Avenue, SE., Suite 213

Washington, D.C. 20003
bdpatoday.com
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