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NASA names OPSPARC
STEM finalists for 2018
GREENBELT, MD—This month, NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland, announced the winners of NASA’s 
2018 Optimus Prime Spin-off Promotion 
and Research Challenge or “OPSPARC.”

In collaboration with Mad Science Group, 
Inc., a leading science enrichment provider; 
prominent science fiction and fantasy 
book imprint, Tor Books; certified privacy 
and consent manager, PRIVO; and The 
Foundation for Technology and Privacy 
Outreach; the challenge called for students

in grades 3 through 12 to “Be the Spark” 
and find a new purpose for an existing 
NASA technology. 

Students created their own innovations 
inspired by NASA technologies and shared 
their ideas on student-designed digital 
poster boards called “Glogs,” using a cloud-
based, interactive learning and multimedia 
platform made by Glogster. bt

Visit bdpatoday.com for related stories and new 
BDPA engagements in your community. 

2018’s HSCC Alumni 
leveraged internships from 
Alphabet to Zycron to 
earn their new degrees

WASHINGTON, D.C. — National BDPA’s 
High School Computer Competition 
(HSCC) alumni graduating this year 
from Georgetown University and Howard 
University benefited from a powerful 
BDPA network of mission partners, 
industry stakeholders,  community 
professionals and volunteers.

  — See Class of 2018 on page 6

__________
p Photo credits Deja Lindsey and Alston Clark

 Congratulations to the Class of 2018!
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Every day CSRA makes a difference in how the 

government serves our country and our citizens. 

We are inspired by the important missions of 

our customers and we believe that by working 

together we can deliver exceptional  

next-generation IT solutions and professional 

services to enable the safety, security, health and 

well-being of our nation.

csra.com

NEXT-GENERATION
IT SOLUTIONS FOR MISSION 

SUCCESS 

Proud to sponsor BDPA in their mission 
to advance careers from the classroom 

to the boardroom.

http://www.gd.com/careers
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bdpatoday | about us

BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in 
or entering information and communications 
technology (ICT) career fields and related 
industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly 
or monthly newsletters.  For newsletter or web 
portal advertising rates, publication schedules, 
online calendars, and newsletters, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting 
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com . 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published 
by participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   

Unless otherwise noted by own copyright, art and 
graphics ©National BDPA, ©BDPADC, ©bdpatoday, 
©PTTV, and ©GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of ICT 
industry, chapter news, 
and community IT, Cyber, 
and STEM events. Forward 
advertisements, articles, 
calendar of events, or images 
with captions and credits to: 
info@bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit 
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .  
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or following 
National BDPA on social 
media does not constitute 
an endorsement. Contributor 
opinions are not necessarily 
those of National BDPA, 
local BDPA Chapters, nor 
bdpatoday. 
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CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE — CLASS of 2018 

From National BDPA’s Chicago Chapter, 
our global tech industry welcomes Ms. 
Deja Lindsey!

Ms. Lindsey’s resume highlights 
include the following. 

• BDPA Student Member
• National BDPA I.T. Showcase (ITSC) 
Alumna, BDPA Chicago
• Johnson & Johnson ITSC Scholar
• Georgetown University Class of 2018
• Major: Computer Science
• Intern at Lilly & Co.
• Intern at JPMorgan Chase & Co.
• Georgetown NSBE Chapter President
• National Center for Women & 
Information Technology (NCWIT) 
Member and AspireIT Program Founder 
& Leader

From National BDPA’s Washington, 
D.C. Chapter, our global tech industry 
welcomes Mr. Alston Clark!   

Mr. Clark’s resume highlights include 
the following.

• BDPA Student Member
• National BDPA High School Coding 
Competition (HSCC) Alumnus, BDPA-DC
• Howard University Class of 2018
• Major: Computer Science
• Co-Founder Howard University 
Blockchain Lab
• Intern at Zycron 
• Intern at Google (holding company 
Alphabet, Inc.) 
• Intern at Apple

Congratulations to Deja Lindsey and 
Alston Clark! National BDPA and 
bdpatoday look forward to honoring your 
protégés and next year’s teams when 
they join the Class of 2019. bt  

HIGH SCHOOL COMPUTER COMPETITION (HSCC) 
 HSCC ALUMNI  |  Where are they now?

ATLANTA, GA —  On Friday, May 10, 2013, Raven Stevenson (inset) was commissioned 
an Ensign in the United States Navy. Stevenson was a member of her 2009 
Greater Columbia, SC local BDPA Chapter High School Computer Competition 
(HSCC) team. She received a full Navy ROTC (NROTC) scholarship to Duke 
University as a local BDPA HSCC Chapter  finalist  (above) during  National  

BDPA’s  (NBDPA) Technology  Conference  and  National HSCC  Scholarship  round, 
hosted in 2009 by National BDPA’s Triangle Chapter in Raleigh, NC.

Today, Navy Lieutenant Raven Stevenson is an Assistant Professor of Naval Science 
and Surface Warfare Advisor assigned to the Naval ROTC Unit at Morehouse 
College with the Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech) in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Morehouse NROTC celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2017. bt

—  photo courtesy NBDPA

For over 30 years, National BDPA’s High School Computer 
Competition (HSCC) program continues to provide teamwork, 
research, coding, rapid application development, presentation, 
and pitch skills to Junior Developers. — bdpa.org
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS — Ron Hamm 

WASHINGTON | 04.30.18  

 

Capitol Hill — Almost 50 civil rights and education 

groups have issued a list of “guiding principles” for the 

reauthorization of the nation’s higher education law, 

urging lawmakers to ensure robust implementation 

and enforcement of civil rights laws. In a joint memo 

signed by the Leadership Conference on Civil and 

Human Rights, the NAACP, the National Center for 

Learning Disabilities, teachers unions and others, 

the groups also urge lawmakers to pass legislation 

that will help remove barriers to access by low-

income and minority students, like affordability. 

They say that the new law should also ensure safe 

and inclusive campus climates and protections for 

student loan borrowers. They are asking lawmakers 

to exclude low-performing for-profit colleges from 

federal financial aid programs, and to provide for the 

collection and reporting of higher education data. 

The White House — The President meets with 

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari at the 

White House (which is the President’s first meeting 

with an African head of state).  Later he will 

meet with newly-confirmed Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo; Southwest pilot Tammie Jo Shults and 

the crew of flight 1380; and finally with West Point’s 

Army football team.  On The President will hold 

a ceremony for 2018 Teacher of the Year Mandy 

Manning, who teaches math and English to refugee 

and immigrant students at Ferris High School in 

Spokane, WA.. bt

_____________ 

Hamm Consulting Group
400 North Capitol Street, NW Suite 585
Washington D.C. 20001

202.596.8384

rhamm@hammconsulting.com

BDPA TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE August 9-11
NEW ORLEANS |  Ai  l Big Data l Cloud l Cyber l Data Science   BDPA.org 

National BDPA’s Host Chapter for this year’s National Capital Regional 
Innovation Summit is BDPA of Greater Washington, D.C. — bdpadc.org
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U.S. Air Force and NSF 
announce partnership in 
science and engineering 
research 

WASHINGTON — Secretary of the Air 
Force (SECAF) Heather Wilson (right) 
and National Science Foundation (NSF) 
Director France Córdova (left) signed 
a letter of intent May 9, 2018, creating 
a new partnership for collaboration on 
scientific and engineering research to 
bolster national security. The letter of 
intent initiates a strategic partnership 
focused on research in four areas of 
common interest: space operations 
and geosciences, advanced 
material sciences, information and 
data sciences, and workforce and 
processes.

The partnership is designed to 
create a pathway between the basic 
research supported by NSF and the 
technologies needed to support the 
Air Force of tomorrow. Common areas 
of interest will drive cooperation at 
every level of research, including 
basic research, applied research and 
advanced technology development. 
The letter states that “The Air Force 
will benefit from greater access to 
NSF’s considerably larger basic 
research program and community 
of researchers. The NSF will benefit 
with a direct pathway for the technical 
maturation of many of its research 
efforts and products, with increased 
relevance afforded by its direct support 
of the nation’s defense posture.”

In anticipation of the signing, the 
two organizations have already had 
initial discussions on topics spanning 
from the convergence of artificial 
intelligence (Ai), data, and materials 
to Graduate Research and Intern 
Programs. bt

— Sources: USAF and NSF

FAA selects 10 for drone
integration pilot program

WASHINGTON — Accompanied by technology innovators and 
government leaders from across the nation, U.S. Secretary 
of Transportation Elaine L. Chao (right) announced this 
month the 10 state, local and tribal governments who will 
conduct flight tests as part of the Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS) Integration Pilot Program. The fields that could see 
immediate opportunities from the program include commerce, 
photography, emergency management, public safety, precision 
agriculture and infrastructure inspections. 

The winners and their commercial partners will work with the 
FAA to develop UAS testing zones and build a regulatory 
framework for unmanned systems operation. GCN reports 
each team will get special permission to test drone applications 
that are currently banned or require a difficult to attain waiver, 
such as flying unmanned systems over people, beyond line of 
sight and at night. This program also will study the integration 
of drones into existing airspace operations, including counter-
UAS capabilities, data exchanges between drones and other 
hardware, and UAS traffic management. bt

bdpatoday | page 8



http://www.woodcons.com




https://www.airforce.com


Nashville is the capital of the state of Tennessee and 
home to National BDPA’s Host Chapter, BDPA Middle 
Tennessee. BDPA Middle Tennessee was chartered in 
August 2005. For this and other events, visit BDPA.org

JOIN. SUBSCRIBE. PARTNER.   www.bdpatoday.com

06.22.18 — 06.23.18

This June, are you 
attending BDPA’s South 
Regional Conference in 
Nashville?

¢ode On¢e. $ell Many.

bdpatoday
611 Pennsylvania, Avenue, SE., Suite 213
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