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bdpatoday | about us

BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in or 
entering information and communications technology 
(ICT) career fields and related industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly or 
monthly newsletters.  For bdpatoday or web 
banner advertising rates, publication schedules, 
and online calendars with Industry events, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting 
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published 
by participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   

Cover photo courtesy Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).  Unless otherwise noted 
by attributed credits or copyrights, photographs, 
art and graphics herein are ©National BDPA, 
©BDPADC, ©bdpatoday, ©PTTV, or ©GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of ICT 
industry, chapter news, 
and community IT, Cyber, 
and STEM events. Forward 
advertisements, articles, 
calendar of events, or images 
with captions and credits to: 
info@bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit 
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .  
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or following 
National BDPA on social 
media does not constitute 
an endorsement. Contributor 
opinions are not necessarily 
those of National BDPA, 
local BDPA Chapters, nor 
bdpatoday. 
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS — Ron Hamm 

WASHINGTON 03.04.19 —  The House and Senate 

are back in session this 

week.  House Democrats 

will bring their top priority 

to the floor – legislation 

to enact sweeping 

campaign and election 

reform – designated as 

“H.R. 1.”  The bill will require automatic voter 

registration, force so-called “Dark Money” groups to 

disclose donors, mandate that all presidential and 

vice-presidential candidates release 10 years of tax 

returns, expand early voting nationally, and require 

House redistricting to be conducted via independent 

commissions.

INFRASTRUCTURE—On Wednesday, March 6, 

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

Chair Peter DeFazio (D-OR) will testify at a House 

Ways and Means Committee hearing on “Our 

Nation’s Crumbling Infrastructure and the Need 

for Immediate Action,” in a bid to keep up the 

momentum on his $500 billion infrastructure bill, 

which he would like to bring to the House floor in 

May 2019.  The Ways and Means Committee must 

approve the source of the revenue for the bill.  bt

_____________ 

Ron Hamm provides federal government 
relations, strategic counsel, and consulting to 
education, municipal, and private sector clients 
with a focus on returning value to the client.  Ron 
applies a collaborative and hands-on approach 
to client management, providing advice and 
counsel on issues concerning higher education, 
research and development (R&D), economic and 
community development, tax, transportation, 
broadband, and government marketing.  He 
formulates and executes strategies to secure 
federal funding, legislation, and regulatory 
changes that support HCG’s client priorities.

Hamm Consulting Group
400 North Capitol Street, NW Suite 585
Washington D.C. 20001

202.596.8384

rhamm@hammconsulting.com

Revisiting our connected planet across AIR, 
LAND, SEA, SPACE, and CYBER domains. 
04.20.19 | Join or visit BDPADC.org to attend
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BDPA’s Washington, D.C. Chapter will Host
2019’s Earth Day Tech Summit: #CyberEarth19

https://bdpadc.org


LAS VEGAS, NV—Earlier this 
quarter,  CES 2019 was huge for 
John Deere. Located within the 
artificial intelligence (Ai) section of 
the Las Vegas Convention Center, 
attendees had opportunities to 
speak with Deere’s team and see 
up close and personal intricate 
technologies today’s farmers are 
using to supply and feed us – from 
sensors to AI, GIS, GPS, and 5G 
connectivity.

CES and BDPA Member attendees 
previewed what John Deere calls 
their “interconnected factory on 
wheels” during this year’s show. 
Attendees also saw the ‘big green 
tractor’ driving around one of the 
CES lots with advanced automated 
technology.

Deere’s global growth is not simply 
rooted in products, but in bringing 
connectivity to rural areas in South 
America, Africa and India so that 
their technology works. Tavonga 
Siyavora (right photo), Program 
Manager at Deere, shares these 
success stories with CES 2019 
attendees. 

Last year,  Deere surpassed a 
significant milestone of having their 
precision agriculture technology 
adopted in more than 100 countries 
and Deere has over 100 million acres 
engaged in their digital ecosystem.
Today, 25 percent of the world’s 
arable land is being farmed with 
Deere technology.

Read more—visit bdpatoday.com.  bt   
_________________________

Sources: Bell, CTA, John Deere and National BDPA

Top photo: bdpatoday  |  Bottom photo: Bell Textron

Ai down on the farm | Above, Tavonga Siyavora, Program
Manager at Deere (right), shares recent success stories during CES.

#BDPAFuture:  BDPA at CES with Industry’s latest unmanned vehicles

At a Glance: 
At CES 2019, Bell unveils air taxi design in collaboration with Uber 
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WASHINGTON, DC—The 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) considers you a 
recreational user when you fly 
your drone for fun, as a hobby. 
It is very important to know 
when and where you can fly 
and how to register all of your 
drones.

Step 1: Register Your Drone

Even if you’re only flying in 
your backyard, drones that 
weigh more than 0.55 pounds 
must be registered.

1. Register your drone with 
FAA at faadronezone.faa.gov 
and select “Fly Model Aircraft 
under Section 336” to get 
started.

You must be at least 13 
years old to register drones. 
Otherwise, a responsible adult 
must register in your place. 
Registration costs $5 and is 
valid for 3 years.

2. Once you’ve registered, 
mark your drone with your 

registration number in case it 
gets lost or stolen.

Step 2: Review the Rules

It is important to review the 
rules for flying your drone, 
prior to your first flight.

• Fly only for fun or recreation
• Follow the safety 

guidelines of a model 
aircraft community-based 
organization

• Fly at or below 400 feet 
when in uncontrolled 
airspace (Class G)

• Fly within visual line-of-
sight, meaning you as the 
drone operator use your 
own eyes and needed 
contacts or glasses (without 
binoculars), to ensure you 
can see your drone at all 
times.

• Never fly near other aircraft.
• Never fly over groups of 

people, public events, or 
stadiums full of people.

• Never fly near or over 
emergency response efforts. 

If you want to fly more advanced 
drone operations, review FAA’s 
Part 107 operational waiver 
information.

Step 3: Where Can You Fly

Knowing where you can and 
can’t fly your drone will help 
to maintain a safe airspace for 
not only you, but others flying 
as well. You are responsible 
for flying within FAA guidelines 
and regulations. That means 
it is up to you as a drone pilot 
to know the Rules of the Sky, 
and where it is and is not safe 
to fly.

• Where Can I Fly?
• Drone Safety Tips
• Airspace Restrictions

Be sure to download the 
B4UFLY app on your mobile 
device. This will assist you in 
being a responsible drone pilot.

Step 4: Have Fun Flying
Discover more at bdpatoday.com. bt

_________________________

Source: FAA
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Tech+Media | Career$

Great Moments in Women’s History with National BDPA:  #HerStory  

WASHINGTON, D.C. — August 1990

In 1980, Cathy Hughes (above) purchased her flagship station WOL-AM, in Washington D.C., and pioneered a new and innovative 
format – “24-Hour Talk from a Black Perspective.” With the theme, “Information is Power,” she served as the station’s morning show 
host for 11 years. In 1999, Cathy Hughes became the first African-American woman to chair a publicly held corporation, following the 
sale of more than seven million shares of common stock to the public. Along with her son and business partner Alfred Liggins, III, she 
grew what was then Radio One into a multi-media corporation that became an urban radio market leader with more than 60 stations 
across America. With subsidiaries TV One and iOne Digital, Radio One’s name was changed to Urban One in May 2017.

It was the summer of 1990 when Cathy Hughes interviewed Dr. Jesse Bemley and Perry Carter on WOL-AM from  her radio studio, 
overlooking “H” Street near Union Station. National BDPA was returning to the nation’s capital to host their 12th annual national 
technology conference at Wahington’s Grand Hyatt. The year’s theme: Education and Technology Bonding for Excellence. Dr. Bemley 
had expanded BDPA’s National High School Computer Competition (HSCC) to 16 participating BDPA chapter cities across the United 
States doubling the previous year’s HSCC team qualifications and participation.  Carter, a host-chapter member with National BDPA’s 
Greater Washignton, D.C. Chapter (BDPA-DC), was the 1990 Conference Chairman and a member of National BDPA’s Communications 
Committee. 

National BDPA’s Vivian Wilson (BDPA Cleveland) and Margaret (“Midge”) Johnson (BDPA-DC) shaped 1990’s conference into one of 
the largest information technology (IT) conferences of its kind. Over 60 corporations, included but not limited to, Apple, AT&T, Bell 
Atlantic, Compuware, the Defense Department, Digital Equipment Corporation, EDS, General Electric, IBM, MCI, NASA, PEPCO, and 
Perot Systems, participated in the annual career expo and technology workshops. With additional support from the National Naval 
Officers Association (NNOA), close to 1000 people attended the 1990 national awards banquet and annual gala. With BDPA’s interview 
airing on WOL-AM, the power of radio was, and still remains, an extremely impactful medium. bt    —Photo credits: Urban One and Cathy Hughes  
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