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bdpatoday | about us

BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in or 
entering information and communications technology 
(ICT) career fields and related industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly or 
monthly newsletters.  For bdpatoday or web 
banner advertising rates, publication schedules, 
and online calendars with Industry events, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National BDPA (NBDPA) 
with their respective chapter Communications 
Committees and mailed to BDPA members, BDPA 
corporate sponsors or electronically delivered to 
local BDPA Chapters and Chapter Interest Groups 
(CIGs)  via email or social media channels as a benefit 
of membership. Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is 
produced by bdpatoday with technology industry 
mission partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at Washington, 
D.C. and additional regional mailing offices.   

Cover photo courtesy Congressional Black Caucus.  
Unless otherwise noted by attributed credits or 
copyrights, photographs, art and graphics herein are 
©National BDPA, ©BDPADC, ©bdpatoday, ©PTTV, or 
©GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of ICT 
industry, chapter news, 
and community IT, Cyber, 
and STEM events. Forward 
advertisements, articles, 
calendar of events, or images 
with captions and credits to: 
info@bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or following 
National BDPA on social 
media does not constitute 
an endorsement. Contributor 
opinions are not necessarily 
those of National BDPA, 
local BDPA Chapters, nor 
bdpatoday. 
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National BDPA Milestones

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In May 2015, the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) launched CBC 
TECH 2020 to bring together the best minds in the tech, non-profi t, educa  on and public 
sectors to chart a path forward to increase African American inclusion at all levels of the 
technology industry. The lack of African American representa  on in tech means that many 
of our best and brightest – the problem solvers, cri  cal thinkers, and those that challenge 
conven  onal thinking – are not included, and America’s global compe   veness suff ers 
as a result. 

CBC understands that each organiza  on requires a unique approach to increasing African 
American inclusion. With this in mind, CBC works with companies and organiza  ons such 
as Na  onal BDPA to adopt an African American Inclusion Plan which outlines specifi c, 
measurable steps that par  cipa  ng companies would take to increase recruitment and 
reten  on of African Americans across the industry.

Join the conversa  on. To follow our mission goals and objec  ves in your community, 
join, renew memberships, or start new student BDPA Chapters this semester by visi  ng 
BDPA.org.  Follow new Industry insights with your community’s success stories in 
tech and cyber by visi  ng bdpatoday.com and bdpatoday’s social media channels. bt

Tech2020 —  CBC and the 116th Congress
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS — Ron Hamm 

_______________________

Ron Hamm provides federal 
government relations, strategic 
counsel, and consulting to education, 
municipal, and private sector clients 
with a focus on returning value to the 
client.  Ron applies a collaborative 
and hands-on approach to client 
management, providing advice and 
counsel on issues concerning higher 
education, research and development 
(R&D), economic and community 
development, tax, transportation, 
broadband, and government 
marketing.  He formulates and 
executes strategies to secure federal 
funding and regulatory changes.

Hamm Consulting Group
400 North Capitol Street, NW Suite 585
Washington D.C. 20001

202.596.8384 |  rhamm@hammconsulting.com

COMTO and CBCF Examine Opportuni  es and Strategies and 
Transporta  on Infrastructure and Workforce Development

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On Thursday, September 12th, the Conference 
of Minority Transporta  on Offi  cials (COMTO) held a Transporta  on 
Braintrust on transporta  on workforce development in partnership with 
Congressman Elijah Cummings (D-MD) during the 2019 Congressional 
Black Caucus Annual Legisla  ve Conference.

The impressive Braintrust panel, was comprised of former U.S. Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Henry Cisneros, who served as 
the moderator, City of Philadelphia Treasurer Chris  an Dunbar, Treasurer, 
City of Philadelphia, City of Miami Gardens, Florida Mayor Oliver Gilbert 
III, Maryland Department of Transporta  on (MDOT) Assistant Secretary 
for Transporta  on Policy and Planning, Columbus Regional Airport 
Authority Commercial Offi  cer Shane  a Griffi  n, and Balfour Bea  y Vice 
President  for Alterna  ve Delivery Joe Reed.

The panel discussion focused on the need for investment, infrastructure, 
and innova  on that makes transporta  on accessible to all, prepares our 
na  on’s workforce to support transporta  on development, and provides 
equitable opportuni  es for minority communi  es and professionals to 
be involved in transporta  on infrastructure development.  The issue 
of equitable transporta  on for our community and the opportunity for 
minority professionals and enterprises to ac  vely engage in the work 
needed to address this issue were key issues of focus for the panel. 

Other key points highlighted during the Transporta  on Braintrust 
included an examina  on of various modes of transporta  on that could 
be implemented in our communi  es to improve the quality of life and 
opportunity for ci  zens, the facts that the applica  on of new technology 
will change infrastructure that infrastructure is about more than increasing 
volume, it’s about jobs and opportuni  es for every community. Finally, 
we were reminded by the Panel that America is far behind other na  ons 
in its investment in infrastructure with a $2 billion need.

Legisla  on pending in Congress to help advance transporta  on 
infrastructure development include H.R. 3163, the Transporta  on, 
Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropria  ons 
Act, 2020 awai  ng House fl oor ac  on, and S. 2302, America’s 
Transporta  on Infrastructure Act of 2019.  The Senate measure was 
approved by the Senate Environment and Public Works Commi  ee by 
a bipar  san vote of 21 to 0.  The measure, which also is wai  ng fl oor 
ac  on in the Senate, authorizes $287 billion over fi ve years, including 
$259 billion for formula programs to maintain and repair America’s roads 
and bridges.

Hamm Consul  ng Group a  ended a variety of sessions during the 
2019 CBCF Annual Legisla  ve Conference this week and found that the 
Transporta  on Braintrust was one of the most informa  ve sessions at 
the conference. bt
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WASHINGTON—On May 8, 2019, 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton (D-DC) formally introduced a 
bill that she and others hope will help to 
stop federal agencies from overlooking 
Black-, other minority-, and women-
owned businesses when establishing 
adver  sing contracts.

The “Federal Government Adver  sing 
Equity Accountability Act”, formerly 
H.R. 7215, was reintroduced in the 
116th Congress as H.R. 2576. The new 
bill requests and requires all federal 
agencies to include in their annual 
budget jus  fi ca  ons the amount spent 
on adver  sing contracts with Small 
Disadvantaged Businesses (SDBs) and 
businesses owned by Blacks, women 
and other minori  es in the previous 
fi scal year.

Bill Co-Sponsors
The legisla  on, which is co-sponsored by 
California Democra  c Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee and Wisconsin Democra  c 
Congresswoman Gwen Moore, also 
requires that each agency provide 
projec  ons of their spending for the 
upcoming fi scal year.

“The Na  onal Newspaper Publishers 
Associa  on (NNPA) applauds and 
salutes the outstanding leadership of 
Congresswoman Norton for introducing 
one of the most important Congressional 
bills to poten  ally benefi t the Black Press 
of America,” said NNPA President and 
CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. 

“For too long, millions of annual federal 
adver  sing dollars have not been 
spent with Black-, other minority- and 
women-owned newspapers and media 
businesses,” Chavis said.

See Adver  sing on page 9

NAHP and NNPA Requested GAO Study in 2016 | Leaders of the
National Association of Hispanic Publications (NAHP) and the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA) are convinced that federal agencies aren’t fulfilling their 
mandate to direct advertising dollars to their member newspapers and businesses. An 
investigation, they assert, will provide concrete evidence of their suspicions and allow 
them to push harder with Congresswoman Norton and her bill’s cosponsors for federal 
and advertising agencies to exceed contracting goals with minority-owned media firms, 
advertising agencies,  and publishers.               

H.R. 2576: “Federal Government Advertising Equity Accountability Act”
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Adver  sing from page 8
Chavis also thanked Representa  ves 
Barbara Lee (D-CA) and Gwen Moore 
(D-WI) for co-sponsoring “this game-
changing legisla  on.”

“We further thank Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) Chair, 
Congresswoman Karen Bass (D-CA), 
and all the members of the CBC for 
their resolute support of the Black 
Press of America,” he said.

Appropria  ons Bills
Norton and Lee also sent le  ers 
to all 12 House appropria  ons 
subcommittees requesting that 
they direct each agency under their 
jurisdic  on to include the per  nent 
informa  on in their fi scal year 2021 
budget jus  fi ca  ons.

An accompanying House fiscal 
year 2020 Labor-HHS-Educa  on 
Appropria  ons bill – the fi rst 
fi scal year 2020 report released 
thus far and the second largest 
appropria  ons bill – further directs 
the agencies to include data in their 
fi scal year 2021 budget jus  fi ca  ons.

“As the largest advertiser in 
the United States, the federal 
government has an obliga  on to 
ensure fair access for minority and 
women-owned media companies,” 
said Norton, who earlier this month 
was ranked as the most eff ec  ve 
House Democrat by the Center for 
Eff ec  ve Lawmaking.

Led by professors at the University 
of Virginia and Vanderbilt University, 
the Center for Eff ec  ve Lawmaking 
defi nes legisla  ve eff ec  veness as 
the “proven ability to advance a 
member’s agenda items through 
the legisla  ve process and into law.”

It’s that reason that Norton and the 
na  on’s Black-, other minority- and 
women-owned media companies 
are op  mis  c that her proposed 
legisla  on will aid their businesses, 
which have long played a vital role 
in local communi  es.

“My bill would ensure that federal 
agencies are striving to reach 
minori  es and women, who o  en 
get their news from outlets that 
serve more specifi c communi  es,” 
Norton said.

Lee added that it’s important that 
federal agencies comply.

She said that African American-, 
women-, and other minority-owned 
businesses should always have a 
seat at the table when it comes 
to government adver  sing and 
contracts.

GAO Findings
In 2016, Norton led members of 
Congress in reques  ng a Government 
Accoun  ng Offi  ce (GAO) report on 
their adver  sing contracts.

Released in July 2018, the GAO 

report showed that, in fi scal year 
2017, only 16 percent of the federal 
government’s adver  sing contract 
obliga  ons went to businesses 
owned by minori  es and women.

“In 2017, the GAO examined 
spending on adver  sing contracts 
with minority-owned businesses 
by fi ve agencies – the Department 
of Defense, the Department of 
the Treasury, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, the 
Department of the Interior, and 
the Na  onal Aeronau  cs and Space 
Administra  on – and found that 
only fi ve percent of the $4.3 billion 
available for adver  sing contracts 
went to minority businesses,” 
Norton said.

“In light of these concerning fi gures, 
we, and several Members, sent 
a le  er to the GAO in April 2016 
reques  ng updated informa  on on 
the amount of federal adver  sing 
dollars spent with SDBs and 
businesses owned by minori  es and 
women,” she said.

“The GAO’s fi ndings make it clear 
that there is s  ll much progress to 
be made,” Norton said.

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Correspondent

Photos: Dr. Eleanor Holmes Norton and NNPA.

Learn how government tech and media contracts  
could generate  millions for NAHP and NNPA 
publishers. 

Follow related ar  cles at bdpatoday.com.
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With new annual reporting,
Congress seeks an increase 
in federal contracting with 
minority-owned publishers 
and advertising agencies. 
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 Impact Legislation Objectives Connecting the Dots

Autonomous
Vehicles

Unmanned 
Systems

Robotics

Legisla  on has not been introduced in this 
Congress for unmanned vehicles.

House Energy and Commerce and Senate 
Commerce, Science, and Transporta  on 
staff ers met earlier this year to discuss 
requirements and priori  es for new 
autonomous vehicle ini  a  ves to 
introduce in the 116th Congress. Prior 
to last month’s recess, cybersecurity, 
standards, and training concerns were 
sought from industry and trade groups.

The fi rst na  onal framework regula  ng 
self-driving vehicle technology must be 
created. The federal legisla  on would 
preempt state and local authority over 
various aspects of self-driving vehicles 
and delegate it to the federal government.

Related bills are also needed to establish 
or modify processes for the Transporta  on 
Department (DOT)  to exempt 
autonomous vehicle manufacturers from 
legacy safety standards.

A compromise measure likely 
will be part of a Na  onal 
Highway Transporta  on Safety 
Administra  on (NHTSA)  tle in a 
new surface transporta  on bill.

A bill that may pass both 
chambers of Congress is the 
AV START Act dra  ed in the 
115th Congress. Lawmakers and 
stakeholders must s  ll come to 
an agreement.

Trade groups and government 
rela  ons engagements from 
commi  ees or local chapters 
may include: ATRI, COMTO, CTA, 
ITS America, and Na  onal BDPA

Infrastructure

Surface 
Transportation

Legisla  on pending in Congress to help 
advance transporta  on infrastructure 
development include H.R. 3163, the 
Transporta  on, Housing and Urban 
Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropria  ons Act, 2020 awai  ng House 
fl oor ac  on, and S. 2302, America’s 
Transporta  on Infrastructure Act of 2019.

The Senate’s Energy and Public Works 
bill does not address funding sources, 
leaving those decisions to their Finance 
Commi  ee.

See full ar  cle on page 6

References, cites, and sources: 
House.gov and Senate.gov; 
BDPADC.org, BGov.com, GCN.com 

The Senate measure was approved by the 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Commi  ee by a bipar  san vote of 21 to 0.  
The measure, which also is wai  ng fl oor 
ac  on in the Senate, authorizes $287 
billion over fi ve years, including $259 
billion for formula programs to maintain 
and repair America’s roads and bridges.

Sec  ons 504(e) and 504(f) of  tle 23, 
United States Code, is amended to include 
programs and provisions for voca  onal 
appren  ceships and grants.

This bill supports ac  vi  es to develop a 
robust surface transporta  on workforce 
with new skills resul  ng from emerging 
transporta  on technologies such as 
Na  onal BDPA’s IT Showcase and Mobile 
App Showcase. 

The Highway Trust Fund faces 
insolvency in fi scal year 2021 
(FY21) if lawmakers fail to 
pass an authoriza  on bill with 
addi  onal funding. This fund, 
heavily relying on receipts from 
federal motor fuels taxes and 
other excise taxes,  has needed  
infusions from the general fund 
in recent years because diesel 
and gas taxes have not been 
increased in over 25 years.

DOT, HUD, trade and technology 
associa  ons such as ATRI, 
COMTO, CTA, Na  onal BDPA, 
and Na  onal Urban League are 
among Industry’s stakeholders.

Visit BDPAdc.org  to par  cipate 
in Infrastructure and Smart 
City IT Showcase events during 
the associa  on’s annual Earth 
Day Tech Summit in 2020.

bdpatoday.com

TRANSPORTATION           bdpatoday Government Relations
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 Impact Legislation Objectives Connecting the Dots

Defense 
Authorization

Department of 
Defense

Department of 
Energy

Small Business 
Administration

House:  H.R. 2500 passed July 12, 2019 
and received in the Senate on September 
10, 2019

Senate:  S. 1790 passed June 27, 2019

The Na  onal Defense Authoriza  on 
Act (NDAA) sets policy and authorizes 
spending levels for na  onal security 
programs in fi scal 2020 (FY20) which 
begins October 1, 2019. NDAA 2020 
provides amendments and provisions to 
Titles 5, 10, 50 and other  tles.

• 5 U.S.C. United States Code,
Title 5 - GOVERNMENT
ORGANIZATION and EMPLOYEES

• 10 U.S.C. United States Code,
Title 10 - ARMED FORCES

• 15 U.S.C. United States Code,
Title 15 - COMMERCE and TRADE
50 U.S.C. United States Code,
Title 50 - WAR and NATIONAL
DEFENSE

The new measure authorizes military 
pay increases, military construc  on 
(MILCON), and Research, Development, 
Test, and Evalua  on (RDT&E). This bill 
also is aimed at improving the way the 
Pentagon buys weapon systems, services, 
and addresses the na  onal security 
programs at the Department of Energy 
(DoE).

Start-Ups, Small Businesses, Historically 
Black Colleges and Universi  es (HBCUs), 
and Minority Serving Ins  tu  ons (MSIs):

• SEC. 871 provisions include
considera  ons and incen  ves
for subcontrac  ng with minority
ins  tu  ons

• SEC. 878 improvements to certain
Defense Innova  on programs;
cybersecurity technical assistance for
Small Business Innova  ve Research
(SBIR) and Small Business Technology
Transfer (STTR) programs

• SEC. 881 establishes permanent
authoriza  on and improvements for
the Department of Defense (DOD)
Mentor-Protégé Program (MPP)

• SEC. 886 establishes a Boots To
Business program for veterans and
their spouses to iden  fy business
opportuni  es, dra   a business plans,
iden  fy sources of capital, connect
with or start up a small business
concern.

Student and Community Programs:

• SEC. 516 establishes Junior Reserve
Offi  cer Training Corps (JROTC)
Computer Science and Cybersecurity
Programs with par  cipa  ng schools;
SEC. 520 supports a US Coast Guard
JROTC pilot program (see page 20).

H.R.2740, the fi scal 2020 Defense 
appropria  ons bill could provide 
funding for most of the 
Pentagon’s programs in FY20 
which starts next month. An 
omnibus spending package 
in the Senate which includes 
Defense, Energy and Water and 
Labor-HHS-Educa  on would s  
ll need to be conferenced 
with a House-passed bill.  At 
press  me, there is very li  le 

 me to get this package signed 
into law before the September 
30, 2019 deadline.

Na  onal BDPA partnerships:

• Students: Na  onal BDPA
is establishing new
Student BDPA Chapters
with colleges, universi  es,
HBCU/MIs,  community
colleges, and voca  onal
technical schools. Funding
and grants for I.T., Cyber,
and related  Student IT
Educa  on and Scholarship
(SITES) programs is provided
by the Defense Department
(DOD), Na  onal Science
Founda  on (see NSF on
page 19), other federal
agencies and corpora  ons.

• BDPA Mission Partners:
Sponsor high school
computer compe   on
(HSCC) teams with local
BDPA Chapters and local
JROTC Units for par  cipa  on
in Regional BDPA Coding
or Cyber compe   ons
scheduled in spring of 2020.

bdpatoday.com

DEFENSE/INTEL bdpatoday Government Relations

BDPA Student Members and National HSCC coding finalists 
meet with U.S. Air Force, CIA, and NSA personnel to discuss 
AFROTC, tech scholarships, and internship options. 



 Impact Legislation Objectives Connecting the Dots

Net
Neutrality

House: H.R. 1644
Passed by the House on April 10, 2019.

Senate: S. 682

These measures would reclassify 
broadband as a Title II common-carrier 
service under the Communica  ons 
Act. Could Title II’s framework support 
emerging broadband marketplaces?

Legisla  on would restore earlier net 
neutrality rules that banned Internet 
service providers (ISPs) from blocking, 
slowing, or charging consumers more 
for faster data speeds. This legisla  on 
also would prevent the Federal 
Communica  ons Commission (FCC) from 
elimina  ng these rules.

“Net Neutrality” is a concept 
whereby all Internet traffi  c is 
treated equally – with no email 
service provider (ESP), cloud 
service provider (CSP), nor 
Internet service provider (ISP) 
having autonomy  to favor any 
one source over another with 
thro  ling or blocking algorithms.

Local BDPA Chapters:
Chapter Government Rela  ons 
Commi  ees are invited 
to monitor state and local 
infrastructure  ini  a  ves. 
Support and follow services and 
related legisla  on that does 
not adversely aff ect an “Open 
Internet” for your community.

The Internet of 
Things (IoT)

House: H.R. 1668
The House Oversight and Reform
Commi  ee approved H.R. 1668
in June.

Senate:  S. 734
The Senate’s bill was approved in June 
by the Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Aff airs Commi  ee. If 
passed, this bill would require the Na  onal 
Ins  tute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) to issue recommenda  ons on the 
secure development of IoT devices.

Neither bill has been scheduled by the
House or Senate for fl oor votes.

S. 1611 (Developing Innova  on and
Growing the Internet of Things Act)
was introduced May 22, 2019 to ensure
appropriate priori  za  on, spectrum
planning, and inter-agency coordina  on is
made available to support IoT.

Pending legisla  on requires devices 
purchased by the government to meet 
specifi c security requirements. The 
“Internet of Things” (IoT) refers to  
networks of Internet-connected devices, 
sensors, cameras, Distributed Control 
Systems (DCS) and Industrial Control 
Systems (ICS).

“Supply chain risks” include risks to 
covered ar  cles or informa  on stored or 
transmi  ed on these covered ar  cles.

“Covered ar  cles” include informa  on 
technology as defi ned in 40 U.S. Code Title 
40 § 11101, including cloud compu  ng 
technology, telecommunica  ons 
equipment, or services as defi ned in 47 
U.S. Code Title 47 § 153.

Today, any physical object can be 
transformed into an IoT device 
as long as it can be connected 
to the Internet and controlled in 
that manner. There are billions of 
physical devices  now connected 
to the Internet, collec  ng and 
sharing data.

BDPA Mission Partners:
Engage, support, and co-sponsor 
local BDPA Chapters and Student 
BDPA Chapters for annual Smart 
City IT Showcases, Earth Day 
Tech Summits, and IoT/IIoT 
events with HBCUs, MSIs, and 
Community Colleges.

Earth Day Tech Summit 
sponsors may email BDPA-DC at: 
partners@bdpadc.org

bdpatoday.com

TELECOMMUNICATIONS   bdpatoday Government Relations
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 Impact Legislation Objectives Connecting the Dots

National 
Security

Global Supply 
Chain Security

House: H.R. 681
Senate: S. 29

A bill to establish the Offi  ce of Cri  cal 
Technologies and Security. Senator Mark 
Warner (D-VA) introduced this bill on 
January 4, 2019 and a companion bill in 
the House, sponsored by Representa  ve 
Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD) H.R. 681, 
soon followed. 

This legisla  on proposes a new “Offi  ce 
of Cri  cal Technology and Security” 
to coordinate technology supply chain 
security eff orts. The offi  ce, which would 
report to the President, would be assigned 
the task of stopping “the transfer of 
cri  cal emerging, founda  onal, and dual-
use technologies to countries that pose 
a na  onal security risk” and developing 
a “strategy to inform the private sector 
about cri  cal supply chain risks.”

Long term strategy of this bill 
is to maintain technological 
leadership with respect to 
cri  cal emerging, founda  onal, 
and dual-use technologies and 
to increase public sector funding 
for research and development  
(R&D) that is key to maintaining 
our Na  on’s technological 
leadership.

BDPA Mission Partners:  
Cul  vate new and establish 
stronger BDPA Chapters to 
develop  be  er cybersecurity  
outreach programs. Sponsor 
or Co-Sponsor DevSecOps and 
Cybersecurity events with BDPA 
and HBCUs while on-boarding 
new BDPA Student Chapters.

Data
Privacy

Senate: S. 748, S. 1116

Lawmakers and staff ers in both chambers 
have been wrestling with broad data 
privacy legisla  on for some  me. At press 
 me, no compromise vehicles have been 

introduced by either chamber.

S. 748 was introduced on March 12, 2019.
This bill would update the Children’s
Online Privacy Protec  on Act (COPPA) to
ban certain data collec  on prac  ces on
children under 16 without their consent.
This bill also would require parental
consent for children under 13.

S. 1116, the  Balancing the Rights Of
Web Surfers Equally and Responsibly
(BROWSER) Act would require
communica  ons and tech companies to
allow consumers to opt-in to collec  ons of
sensi  ve or proprietary informa  on and
opt-out of the collec  on of nonsensi  ve
informa  on or informa  on already in the
public domain.

BDPA Mission Partners:  
Invite Employee Resource 
Groups (ERGs) to co-host, co-
sponsor, and conduct quarterly 
or monthly workshops with local 
BDPA Chapters highligh  ng at 
least two (2) federal data privacy 
laws—the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability 
Act (HIPAA), which regulates 
medical informa  on, and the 
Children’s Online Privacy 
Protec  on Act (COPPA), which 
regulates informa  on belonging 
to children— two (2) State 
and Local data breach laws or 
pending legisla  on, and the 
European Union’s General Data 
Protec  on Regula  on (GDPR) 
which regulates how companies 
collect, use, and share EU 
ci  zens’ online  informa  on.

bdpatoday.com

CYBER/Cybersecurity        bdpatoday Government Relations
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 Impact Legislation Objectives Connecting the Dots

Computer 
Science 
Programs

Cybersecurity 
Programs

Student
Programs

House:  H.R. 2500 passed July 12, 2019 
and received in the Senate on September 
10, 2019

Senate:  S. 1790 passed June 27, 2019

The Na  onal Defense Authoriza  on 
Act (NDAA) sets policy and authorizes 
spending levels for na  onal security 
programs in fi scal 2020 (FY20) which 
begins October 1, 2019.

Student Programs:

• SEC. 516 of NDAA 2020 establishes
Junior Reserve Offi  cer Training 
Corps (JROTC) Computer Science 
and Cybersecurity Programs 
with par  cipa  ng schools

• SEC. 520 supports US Coast Guard
JROTC pilot programs (see page 20).

BDPA Mission Partners:

BDPA Student members not 
already engaged in their local 
BDPA Chapter’s SITES program 
are invited to par  cipate in 
regional Youth Conference of 
Network Defenders (Y-CND) 
events and na  onal CyberPatriot 
events.  

BDPA Chapter Sponsors and 
Mission Partners are invited 
to co-sponsor transporta  on, 
equipment, and tee-shirts or 
provide coaches, mentors, and 
judges for youth compe   ons.

CyberPatriot is the Na  onal 
Youth Cyber Educa  on Program 
created by the Air Force 
Associa  on (AFA) to inspire 
K-12 students toward careers in
cybersecurity or other science,
technology, engineering, and
mathema  cs (STEM) disciplines
cri  cal to our na  on’s future.

At the core of the program is the 
Na  onal Youth Cyber Defense 
Compe   on, the na  on’s largest 
cyber defense compe   on that 
puts high school and middle 
school students in charge of 
securing virtual networks. 

Other programs include AFA 
CyberCamps, an elementary 
school cyber educa  on ini  a  ve, 
a children’s literature series, 
and CyberGenera  ons–a cyber 
safety ini  a  ve geared toward 
keeping senior ci  zens safe 
online.

bdpatoday.com

CYBER/Cybersecurity        bdpatoday Government Relations

Darren Young (standing, right) of National BDPA’s Indianapolis Chapter, was one of several 
technology professionals available from National BDPA’s Industry mission partners and corporate 
sponsors  supporting and mentoring National High School Computer Competition (HSCC) finalists 
and annual Youth Technology Camp (YTC) participants at  this year’s CyberPatriot workshop 
during BDPACon19 in Atlanta, Georgia. —  BDPA photo © 2019



NATIONAL BDPA | Chapter of the Year

BDPA Detroit Wins Chapter of The Year  
 btNewswire

DETROIT, MI —  Na  onal BDPA’s Detroit Chapter was named 2019’s BDPA Chapter of the Year during 
the organiza  on’s 41st annual Na  onal BDPA Technology Conference and Career Fair last month in 
Atlanta, Georgia.

Chartered in February of 1981, BDPA’s Detroit Chapter is an IRS non-profi t 501(c) (3) technology 
organiza  on comprised of professionals working in the IT industry or anyone having an interest in 
informa  on technology. BDPA Detroit is a chartered member of a na  onal technology organiza  on 
with over 40 chartered BDPA Chapters na  onwide.

Several community programs co-hosted or co-sponsored by BDPA Detroit (above) include high school 
computer compe   on (HSCC) programs and local professional development events with other 
non-profi ts and STEM organiza  ons. Membership is diverse and includes IT managers, execu  ves, 
consultants, entrepreneurs, project managers, developers, network engineers, programmers, web 
developers, instructors, interns, and students. 

Discover new BDPA Chapters and related ar  cles on bdpatoday.com.  bt
— Photo  © 2019 BDPA 
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(Above) Loraine Stewart-David, President, BDPA Detroit, 
receives 2019’s Chapter of the Year award and honors from 
Terry Morris, Na  onal BDPA President (L-R) and Timothy 
Brown, BDPA Vice President of Strategy during BDPACon19 
awards and closing ceremonies.
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TECH2020 Moments with BDPA:  2019’s World Champion Top Coders from Washington, D.C. (BDPADC.org)

ATLANTA, GA—A High School Computer Compe   on (HSCC) team out of the Northeast Region from 
Na  onal BDPA’s Greater Washington, D.C. Chapter (BDPADC.org) captured this year’s na  onal coding 
and app development  tle during BDPACon19, the Associa  on’s annual coding combine, 41st annual 
Na  onal Technology Conference, and Tech Career Expo last month in Atlanta, Georgia. Rounding out 
the Na  on’s top HSCC teams for 2019 were:

• BDPA St. Louis
• BDPA Southern Minnesota

Na  onal High School Coding Compe   on (HSCC) fi nalists, IT Showcase fi nalists, and Youth Technology 
Camp (YTC) students who par  cipated in BDPACON19 returned to school with their respec  ve local 
BDPA Chapters to prepare next year’s teams for BDPACON2020. 

The Na  onal BDPA’s High School Computer Compe   on (HSCC) was founded in 1986 by Dr. Jesse 
Bemley, of Washington, D.C. What started as a two-team event between Washington, D.C. and Atlanta, 
GA has grown to over 20 teams of various high school students from chapters throughout the na  on. 
It was designed to introduce youth to fi elds of Informa  on Technology (IT), encourage them to seek 
technical cer  fi ca  ons with higher levels of educa  on, and groom many of them to become our next 
genera  on of IT professionals.  bt        

– Source: Na  onal BDPA
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IT SUMMIT 2019  H.O.P.E. Project DMV October 19, 2019 Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Since The H.O.P.E. Project DMV (HOPE) launched in September 2009, it has proven to 
be a very bright light across the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area and the National Capital Region. During 
during next month’s National Cybersecurity Awareness Month (NCSAM), their light will continues to shine 
even brighter. HOPE’s methodology allows them to connect with youth and young adults under their tutelage 
and also assists in reshaping their lives.  Over 22 cohorts later with over 1,100 new young adult technical 
professionals added to the region’s workforce, HOPE Alumni are providing new revenues across the National 
Capital Region  to the tune of several millions of dollars per year. Several alumni are supporting billion-dollar 
federal and defense programs. In direct support of CBC’s TECH2020 initiatives, National BDPA’s Greater 
Washington, D.C. Chapter  (BDPA DC) is this year’s IT Summit Host BDPA Chapter.

HOPE Alumni, BDPA Members, and BDPA Student Members are invited to  attended this year’s IT Summit on 
Saturday, October 19, 2019, in Washington, D.C. Open to the public, join our team to discover more from 
the Harvard of the Hood about building IT careers, starting an IT company, and how to learn and earn more.  
Members  of  the  HOPE  Project’s  Hall  of  Fame  are presenting workshops and serving as Industry keynotes. 

Mr. Raymond Bell, Jr.,  HOPE’s Founder proudly stated during last year’s IT Summit “We are empowering 
young adults to take ownership and control of their own destiny.  HOPE IS REAL!”   bt      
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NSF Grants for HBCUs and 
BDPA Students Support 
BDPACon19 Engagements

NBDPA TECH2020 | ABSTRACT

WASHINGTON — Morehouse 
College is reques  ng funds for 
30 African-American compu  ng 
undergraduate students and eight 
compu  ng faculty to par  cipate 
in a collegiate planning workshop 
that will be co-located with the 
41st Annual Na  onal Black Data 
Processing Associates (BDPA) 
Technology Conference & Career 
Fair. The workshop will be held at 
the Hya   Regency Hotel during 
August 1-3, 2019. The workshop 
focuses on increasing the number 
of Black compu  ng professionals at 
the undergraduate level.

Workshop ac  vi  es will examine 
best prac  ces and seek to ar  culate 
strategies for collabora  ng with the 
informa  on technology industry to 
increase internships for historically 
underrepresented minority 
students pursuing computer science 
and informa  on technology careers. 
Proceedings will be disseminated 
broadly to other ins  tu  ons of 
higher educa  on, par  cularly 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universi  es.

This award refl ects NSF’s statutory 
mission and has been deemed 
worthy of support through 
evalua  on using the Founda  on’s 
intellectual merit and broader 
impacts review criteria. bt

Annual Mobile App and IT Showcases 
with Tech Career Expos | TECH2020
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WASHINGTON— In a recent GovWin 
report from Deltek, several informa  on 
technology (IT) related eff orts are included 
in Research and Development (R&D) 
sec  ons of Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) budget 
requests. The R&D budget priori  zes 
investments for three key industries of 
interest for BDPA Members in CONUS 
and abroad: Ar  fi cial Intelligence (Ai), 
Quantum Informa  on Sciences (QIS), and 
advanced communica  on networks.

• Advanced Communica  on Networks: 
FY20 budget requests support U.S. 
leadership in emerging wireless 
networks, and R&D to manage 
spectrum, secure networks, and 
increase access to high-speed Internet

• Quantum Informa  on Sciences (QIS): 
The FY20 budget includes $430M 
requested for QIS at the Department 
of Defense (DOD), Department of 
Energy (DoE), Na  onal Ins  tute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST), and 
the Na  onal Science Founda  on (NSF) 
to support the advancement of QIS 
applica  ons and the enactment of the 
new Na  onal Quantum Ini  a  ve Act. 

• Ar  fi cial Intelligence: Provides $850M 
for Ai at Energy, NIH, NIST and NSF, 
suppor  ng such eff orts as medical 
diagnos  cs, precision agriculture, 
autonomous transporta  on, na  onal 
defense, Ai’s eff ec  ve and ethical use, 
and the recently launched American AI 
Ini  a  ve.

See related NSF ar  cle on page 19 and 
review related ar  cles on Quantum 
Compu  ng by visi  ng bdpatoday.com.  bt

Sources: DOD, OMB, and Deltek
Chart: GovWin

The total FY 2020 IT budget request is $87.1B, down from $88.0B in FY 2019
Federal IT modernization focus improves mission delivery using the following strategies: 
FITARA – to provide agency CIOs authority, accountability and support; Technology 
Modernization Fund (TMF); Cloud Adoption; and improving the IT Workforce.

* This budget includes $17.4B for cybersecurity-related activities and does not include classified 
programs nor grants to State & Local governments.

R&D Priorities: Advanced Communications, Quantum, and Ai
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