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your cybersecurity
kept an entire city 
↪ on track?

What if →

Learn how to protect  
your business at  
ibm.com/secure-business

you were a major transit system with  
billions of passengers taking millions  
of trips every year? You aren’t about  
to let any cyberattacks slow you down. 
So you partner with IBM to build a 
security architecture to keep your data, 
network, and applications protected. 
Now you can tackle threats so they don’t 
bring you to a grinding halt. And everyone 
is going places, thinking…

IBM and the IBM logo are trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Other product and service names might be trademarks of IBM or other companies. A current list of IBM 
trademarks is available on ibm.com/trademark. © Copyright IBM Corp. 2022  B34474
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BDPA Launches 45th 

Annual BDPACON in 2023

BDPACON23 Returns to Atlanta

ATLANTA — BDPA looks forward to 
welcoming you and your organization 
to Atlanta, GA for its 45th Annual BDPA 
Technology Conference and Career 
Expo. These conferences are open to 
both students and professionals in 
STEMM and all digital technology fields. 
The Association also invites those in 
emerging professions and industries 
that increasingly rely on data technology 
to enhance their work to join the annual 
convening, which is highly immersive 
and transformative 

If you are a BDPA Member, contact the 
association at helpdesk@bdpa.org to receive 
special discount code(s) for BDPA Members.

To participate, speakers, presenters, panelists, 
BDPA Members, Student Members, and 
exhibitors visit: conference.bdpa.org to pre-
register.

The conference will be held August 17th – 19th, 
2023 at the Westin Peachtree Plaza in Atlanta, 
GA. Register today. Join BDPA this year during 
the 45th Annual BDPA Technology National 
Conference, where the theme is Future Now!  
bt

View related articles at → bdpatoday.com
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HERNDON, VA (BDPA 
NoVA) — Network 
Solutions started out in 
1979 as a technology 
consulting company 
co-founded by Internet 
Pioneer Emmit J. 
Mchenry. The fi rm 
was launched with a 
focus on applications 
development. 

Emmit McHenry created 
a complex computer 
code whereby ordinary 
people could begin to 
surf the web or have 
e-mails without having 
to study computer 
science. He created 
what we now know 
today simply as “.com”.

In 1993, Network 
Solutions was awarded 
a $4.2 million grant 
from the National 
Science Foundation 
(NSF) to develop the 
Internet’s domain 
name registration 
service. Cooperative 
Agreement NO. NCR-
9218742 between 

the NSF and Network 
Solutions, Incorporated 
was fully executed on 
January 1, 1993. 

In May 1993, the NSF 
privatized the domain 
name registry; Network 
Solutions was the only 
bidder on the $5.9 
million annual contract 
to administer it. This 
new 5-year contract 
with NSF was awarded 
under SBA’s 8(a) 

30 years later: 
NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS,  
and the 
INTERNET

Above, Internet Pioneer 
Emmit J. McHenry  (left) 
received a Lifetime  
Achievement Award 
in 2013 from National 
BDPA’s Greater 
Washington, D.C. 
Chapter during the 
Host Chapter’s 35th 
Anniversary Annual 
Community and 
Technology Awards 
Gala in Washington, 
D.C. Joining him his 
Vice Admiral Michelle 
Howard, U.S. Navy, 
one of the year’s 
mission partner 
award recipients.

(BDPA photo by 
Catherine Williamson.)

program and allowed 
Network Solutions to 
register domain names 
thus becoming the sole 
registry for .com, .net, 
.org and .edu domains.

According to The  
History Makers, for 
16 years, McHenry  
and his partners 
continued to work 
hard and build a solid 
company. They could 
not get money from 

Cover Story:

Emmit McHenry
Internet Pioneer and Network Solutions Co-Founder 
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the fi nancial institute 
so they mortgaged 
their properties and 
maxed out their credit 
cards. They were 
good engineers and 
got many contracts 
but the gem within 
Network Solutions was 
a contract with NSF, 
which was to create the 
U.S. Government’s and 
World’s fi rst domain 
name addressing 
system for the Internet. 

This was back when 
the Internet was just 
a government project, 
and its commercial 
potential had yet to be  
realized.
 

At this point domain 
names were free, and 
the NSF paid Network 
Solutions to register 
and administer them. 
Network Solutions was 
the only company to 
submit a bid for that 
NSF contract. 

After developing the 
technology, Network 
Solutions became the 
fi rst and only domain 
name registrar until 
1999, when the domain 
name industry opened 
up to competition. 
In 2000, Network 
Solutions was acquired 
by VeriSign, which was 
the largest internet 
purchase in history.

In 2003, Network 
Solutions was acquired 
by Pivotal Equity 
Group, an investment 
fi rm that focuses on 
companies in the 
telecommunications, 
Internet services, 
energy, manufacturing, 
consumer products 
and leisure industries. 
At that time, the 
company re-launched 
the Network Solutions 

brand and began 
concentrating on 
developing a robust 
suite of Web-related 
services to help 
customers establish 
and grow their 
businesses online.

Today, Network 
Solutions hosts millions 
of domain names and 
hundreds of thousands 
of e-mailboxes and 
Web sites for its 
customers.

McHenry was born in 
Forrest City, Arkansas, 
on July 12, 1943, 
the grandson of a 
minister. Growing up 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
McHenry attended 
Stewart Elementary 
School, Carver 
Middle School and 
Booker T. Washington 
High School. After 
graduating in 1962, he 
went on to receive his 
B.S. in communications 
from the University of 
Denver in 1966. He 
enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps, 
and eventually became 
a Marine Corps 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Offi  cer.  McHenry would 
go on to Northwestern 
University, where 
in 1979 he earned 
his M.S. degree in 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  
McHenry held various 
management positions 
with IBM, Connecticut 
General, Union Mutual 
and AllState Insurance 
Company. 

Today, our Internet is 
on the doorsteps of 
an Exascale Era with 
attention turning to 
the next challenges: 
Quantum and 
Zettascale computing.

View related articles at → 
bdpatoday.com

NEW YORK—BDPA announces seasonal kick-
off s for I.T. showcases, coding, and mobile app 
development. The association’s 2023 SITES 
competitions are open and currently available 
for new and aspiring research analysts, social 
scientists, tech writers, systems engineers, and 
junior developers (JrDevs). SITES coordinators’ 
names and emails from participating BDPA 
Chapters were provided to National BDPA last 
month, on  January 20, 2023.

BDPA’s SITES Program

Launched in 1986 by Dr. Jesse Bemley, 
the association’s Student Information 
Technology Education and Scholarship 
(SITES) program falls under the association’s 
STEM+ pillar. This program was created to 
expose our youth to the concepts of computers 
and give them the expertise to develop web, 
internet-of-things (IoT), edge computing, and 
mobile applications.

BDPA’s renowned National High School 
Computer Competition (HSCC) program which 
is a hands-on software development program 
for high school students, has introduced 
tens of thousands of high school students to 
coding and application development while 
presenting opportunities for students to obtain 
technical college scholarships due to corporate 
leadership commitments of mission partners 
and local sponsors. Because of BDPA’s focus 
on students and professional members alike, 
BDPA continues to support and lead the upward 
success of its members “from the classroom to 
the boardroom”.

Source and photos: BDPA

BDPA’s Renowned 
SITES Programs and 
Competition Series 
Enters its 37th Season





https://www.amazon.com/BDPA-Story-American-Technology-Professionals/dp/0578330806


(Above)  Student members  from local BDPA  
Chapters train and  compete every year during 
BDPACON for national High School Coding 
Competition (HSCC) regional engagements and 
national scholarships.

View related success stories at bdpatoday.com.

HUD Seeks Applicants 

from  Non-Profits and BDPA 

Chapters for FY24 Grants 

WASHINGTON— HUD will 
host a series of monthly 
webinars and weekly 
“office hours” starting the 
week of March 6, 2023, 
to review these changes 
and support grantees 
through the grant award 
process and beyond. 
HUD will send reminder 
emails prior to each 
session with the link to 
register.

The Fiscal Year 
2023 Consolidated 
Appropriations Act (P.L. 
117-328) (the FY2023 Act)
contained $2,982,285,641
for 1,616 congressionally-
directed Economic 
Development Initiative 

(EDI)-Community Project 
Funding (CPF) grants.

CPF grants provide 
investment in a wide variety 
of projects such as housing, 
homelessness prevention, 
workforce training, public 
facilities, parks, resilience 
planning and other critical 
infrastructure and services.

If your local BDPA Chapter 
was designated to receive 
an FY2022 CPF grant, 
then HUD provided a 
separate correspondence 
regarding that grant and 
has provided additional 
detail on the FY2023 
EDI-CPF section of their 
program’s website.  bt

2023 BEYA STEM CONFERENCE
2023 Black Engineer of the Year Awards  — Source: U.S. Army Engineer R&D Center (ERDC)

VICKSBURG, MS—Abdul 
Mohamed, a researcher 
from the U.S. Army Engineer 
Research and Development 
Center (ERDC), was 
chosen to receive a 2023 
Black Engineer of the Year 
Award (BEYA). The BEYA 
recognizes African American 
scientists and engineers 
around the country who are 

shaping the future of science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM), as 
well as promoting diversity 
and inclusion in the STEM 
pipeline.

Mohamed, a computer 
scientist in the Information 
Technology Laboratory (ITL) 
Scientifi c Software Branch, 
has been an employee of the 
ERDC for 19 years. 
He was awarded the 
Modern-Day Technology 
Leader Award and received 
recognition virtually at 
the 2023 BEYA STEM 
Conference during the 
Technology Recognition 
Event on Friday, February 
10, 2023. “I felt honored and 
surprised when I found out 
that I received this award,” 
Mohamed said. “It is defi nitely 
gratifying to be recognized by 
your colleagues.”

As a college undergraduate 
student, Mohamed attended 
a BEYA conference and 
career fair where he was 
able to gain experience by 
interviewing for a summer 
internship. “To receive this 
award, makes me feel like 
my professional career has 
come full circle” he explained.

Mohamed’s love for STEM 
began in high school 
when he discovered that 
he enjoyed numbers. He 
thought of pursuing an 
accounting degree, but while 
he was in the dual degree 
program at Jackson State 
University, he decided to 
major in mathematics. Later, 
he received his computer 
engineering degree from 
Mississippi State University.

Mohamed’s advice to 
African American students 

interested in STEM is to take 
advantage of all available 
resources. “Local community 
organizations or schools may 
off er in-person workshops or 
summer programs to expose 
African Americans to STEM,” 
he said. “Establishing a solid 
foundation in STEM at a 
young age will defi nitely help 
in the long run.”

In his day-to-day role, 
Mohamed works in 
application development 
— which spans from web 
applications to desktop client 
applications. He is excited 
about a new cutting-edge 
technology called edge 
computing — an architecture 
that off ers computation and 
data storage closer to the data 
source. Mohamed credits his 
team and supervisors for 
creating an awesome work 
environment at ERDC.  bt
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Empowering the Next Generation of Technology 
Leaders in the U.S.  Foreign Service

The Foreign Affairs Information 
Technology (FAIT) Fellowship is 
designed for highly talented individuals 
who want to pursue an  
IT-related bachelor’s or master’s 
degree and a career as a Foreign 
Service Information Management 
Specialist (IMS), supporting diplomacy 
through technology around the world. 

As one of several high-profile U.S. 
Department of State diversity 
recruitment programs, the FAIT 
Fellowship focuses on attracting 
and growing top technology talent 
that reflects the diversity of the 
United States. Women, members of 
minority groups underrepresented in 
the Foreign Service, and those with 
financial need, are encouraged to 
apply.

As a FAIT Fellow, you will receive: 
• Up to $43,500 annually (for two years) in academic 

funding for tuition, room and board, books, mandatory fees 
and some travel expenses.

• Two summer internships (with up to $11,000 in stipend 
support): one at a domestic office of the Department of 
State in Washington, D.C. and one overseas at a U. S. 
embassy or consulate.  

• Orientation to the Foreign Affairs IT Fellowship program, 
the Foreign Service career path and to the Department of 
State.

• Professional development, including a 10-week series 
during the first summer internship in D.C.

• Mentoring from a Foreign Service IMS throughout the 
duration of the fellowship.

• An appointment as a Foreign Service IMS upon successful 
completion of the program and Foreign Service entry 
requirements. Fellows agree to a minimum five-year 
commitment upon entry into the Foreign Service.

To be eligible to apply, you must: 
• Be a U.S. citizen.
• Be enrolled full-time in an IT-related bachelor’s degree 

program OR seeking admission to an IT-related master’s 
degree program at a U.S.-based accredited institution.

• Be on a timeline to graduate with your bachelor’s or 
master’s degree in spring 2025 while enrolled full-time for 
spring and fall semesters.

• Hold a minimum 3.2 GPA on a 4.0 scale at the time of 
the application, and maintain this GPA throughout the 
program.

To learn more and apply, visit FAITFellowship.org



As a FAIT Fellow, you must: 
• Attend the orientation in Washington, D.C., which takes 

place in June after selection.
• Obtain and maintain medical and security clearances 

and suitability requirements.
• Maintain your status as a full-time student (fall and 

spring semesters) in your approved degree program.
• Maintain a minimum 3.2 GPA and stay on the two-year 

timeline to graduate with your degree.
• Fulfill the summer internship obligations during your first 

year and second year as a FAIT Fellow.
• Agree to a minimum five-year commitment with the 

Foreign Service upon successful completion of the 
program and Foreign Service requirements.

• Be prepared to enter the Foreign Service after you 
complete the two-year fellowship.

As a Foreign Service IMS, you will: 
• Safeguard communications and promote transparent, 

interconnected diplomacy throughout more than 270 
U.S. embassies, consulates and missions abroad.

• Have the unique opportunity to engage in diplomacy 
and make a positive impact worldwide – all while 
developing yourself personally and professionally.

• Experience daily the challenge and excitement of a 
career at the intersection of information technology and 
foreign affairs.

Are You Ready to Start Your Journey?

FAITFellowship@twc.edu

FAITFellowship.org
@FAITFellowship

@FAITFellowship

@fait_fellowship

LinkedIn.com/company/fait-fellowship
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