
▲  Earl A. Pace, Jr., Co-Founder, National 
BDPA, delivers the historical keynote 
address to Industry, National BDPA 
Chapters, and BDPA Members during the 
organization’s annual national awards gala.  

Washington, D.C. - Founded as Black Data Processing 
Associates (BDPA) in 1975 by Earl A. Pace, Jr. 
and the late David Wimberly, BDPA was created 
to bring underrepresented minorities together 
who were working in the information technology 
and computer science field for the purpose of 
professional development and academic enrichment 
Technology is evolving and reshaping the world 
with innovative solutions.  BDPA has been a vital 
part of this evolution for 40 years.  

The upcoming 2016 international technology 
conference in Atlanta, Georgia will be focused on 
how you as an individual in the technology field can 
be a part of this evolution and embrace the current 
and upcoming digital landscape.

National BDPA Celebrates a 40-Year 
Milestone in Washington, D.C. 

BDPA Washington, D.C. 
Annual Awards Gala
November 21, 2015
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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► Industry Reception and Introductions
► Awards Banquet 
► Opening Keynote
► Presentation of Awards 
► Industry Keynote
► Salute to BDPA Veteran’s
► Adjournment
► Partnership Celebration (D.C.) 08 







LaTOYA C. STATEN
 
LaToya C. Staten is a certified small business consultant 
with more than 15 years of experience in creating and 
executing strategic business development initiatives.  
LaToya’s area of expertise include program development 
and implementation, relationship management, 
training, business advocacy, organizational assessment, 
economic growth strategies, and grant management.

Her current projects include the advancement of 
public-private economic development opportunities 
in key industries such as cybersecurity, the “internet 
of things”, entrepreneurship and innovation.

Ms. Staten’s public service includes serving on the 
following boards and committees: Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools, Betamore Tech Mentor, ITNova Board of 
Advisors, Michigan State Alumni Association, and the 
BwTech Business and Cyber Advisory Boards.  LaToya 
is a long-time NWBOC site visitor and a frequent guest 
on Morgan State University’s Briefcase Radio Show. 
. 

2015 Corporate 
Member of the Year

2015 Lifetime 
Achievement Award

JERRY WILLIAMS
Jerry Williams is the former Chief Information Officer 
(CIO) at the Department of Education Federal Student 
Aid.  His Federal career is distinguished by over 31 
years of federal service enabling mission capability 
and readiness throughout the Federal space in an 
innovative and secure manner. Mr. Williams is a recipient 
of the Federal 100 award, which honors individuals from 
government, industry, and academia whose ideas and 
accomplishments had the greatest impact in shaping the 
missions, solutions, and results achieved by the government 
information technology community. Mr. Williams has 
served as a member of Industry Advisory Council’s (IAC). 

Mr. Williams was a member of the Senior Executive 
Service (SES) and has served as the Chief Information 
Officer of the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Deputy Chief Information Officer/Acting 
Chief Information Officer, Department of the Interior; 
Director of Financial Management, Director of National 
Intelligence; Deputy Chief Information Officer and 
Acting Chief Information Officer of the Department of 
Agriculture, Chief Information Officer, Small Business 
Administration; Chief Federal Financial System, Executive 
Office of the President Office of Management and Budget.

Mr. Williams has authored and implemented the current 
Federal Financial Line of Business for Federal Financial 
Systems, Federal Payroll Consolidation and has served 
on the Obama Administration Federal Financial Systems 
Advisory Board (FSAB).  Mr. Williams possess extensive 
experience managing and participating in all phases of the 
system development lifecycle and structured information 
engineering, to include, strategic planning, architectural 
analysis, information technology oversight and assessment, 
requirements definition and analysis, system design, 
implementation, data modeling, testing, data conversion, 
business process reengineering, system documentation 
tehcnical training, and configuration management. 



ALISHIA PRIDGEN
 
I was born and raised in Riggs Park in NE DC. I graduated 
from McKinley Tech in 2007. I am the mother of a beautiful 
son who is autistic and inspires me every day to work 
even harder. Before the hope project I was working retail 
and at Giant Foods. I also had different summer jobs but 
nothing that was taking me anywhere. After completing 
the hope project I don’t have a job but a career in IT. 
While in the hope project I received my A+ certification 
and got my first IT help desk job working for the FDA. 

This year I studied and received both my Network+ and 
Security+ certifications. I also started a new job working 
at the Department of Homeland Security as a Mid- 
Level Service Desk Analyst. I am currently studying for 
my System Security Certified Professional certification 
and plan on going back to school in January in hopes 
of soon transitioning into the cybersecurity side of IT.

MERCEDES SNYDER
 
Mercedes Snyder is Helpdesk Manager and has only 
been in the IT field Since October of 2013. Mercedes was 
born in DC and had lived in DC majority of her life. At the 
age of 16 she moved to Texas with her mother. When 
Mercedes turned 20 she gave birth to a beautiful baby 
boy Jayden. During this time Mercedes had worked for 
Walmart from 2007 to 2010. During this time Mercedes was 
dealing with a domestic violence at home and was being 
constantly told that she will never accomplish anything. 

She then decided to move back to DC without her son and 
started work at McDonald’s. At just $8.00 an hour, Mercedes 
feared that she may never be able to get her son back. 
One day Mercedes’ cousin informed her of a 
program called the H.O.P.E. DMV Project. She stated 
the program helped her earn over $40K without a 
college degree and it was within the DMV area. 

Excited about this information Mercedes then went to 
the next available info session for this program. She was 
accepted into the program after a second attempt, and 
within her first week she received a job working for HP, a 
Platinum  BDPA Sponsor,   supporting the Defense Manpower 
Data Center (DMDC) with a public trust Clearance. 

While being in the IT field Mercedes knows the has to keep 
pushing to earn enough money to get a place on her own. 
She received a new opportunity to support the Defense 
Health Agency (DHA) and within eight months of being 
at the helpdesk level she was promoted to helpdesk shift 
manager. The HOPE project has taught Mercedes how to 
take control of her life as well as giving back. Mercedes is 
an active mentor and role model for new H.O.P.E. Project 
students.   She doesn’t just have job — she has a new career!

“Success isn’t about how much money you make, 
it’s about the difference you make in people live.” – 

Michelle Obama

2015 BDPA-DC President’s Awards
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OPENING KEYNOTE PRESENTER 
Ms. Stephanie Lampkin is the founder and CEO of Blendoor - a mobile job matching app 
that facilitates diversity recruiting in tech companies by circumventing unconscious bias.

Despite very humble beginnings, Stephanie first learned to code at 14 through BDPA’s High 
School Computer Competition (HSCC).  By 15 she was a full stack web developer and by 16 
a network administrator. Fast forward 17 years, Stephanie has worked in technology sector 
for companies like Northrop Grumman, Microsoft, Lockheed Martin, Deloitte and TripAdvisor, 
but is now focused full time on changing how people, organizations and companies connect 
in a way that fosters diversity.

A Westlake High School alumna from Waldorf, Maryland, Ms. Lampkin graduated from 
Stanford University with a B.S. in Management Science & Engineering and she earned her 
MBA from MIT’s Sloan School of Management.

Stephanie N. Lampkin
Founder and CEO

Blendoor



INDUSTRY KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Traviss A. Green currently manages the capture, deployment and sustainment of emerging 
cyber security solutions for strategic and priority programs. His expertise in enterprise 
information technology (IT) has translated into an ability to envision the business value of 
technology and drive focused innovation from concept through execution. He has led 
award-winning technology deployments, industry-recognized production service offerings, 
and supports list of focus and priority programs across Department of Defense (DoD).

Throughout his professional career, Mr. Green  was selected for multiple special recognition 
awards (SRA) acknowledging his demonstration of technical excellence. He also earned 
the designation as a Modern Day Technology Leader (MDTL) - Black Engineer of the 
Year Award (BEYA) by the Career Communications Group. Most recently, he was a two-
time recipient of both the Celebration of Excellence (COE) and the prestigious NOVA 
Award for Leadership Excellence – a current Fortune 100 company’s highest honor.

Mr. Green served as the appointed advisor for Science, Technology, Engineering, & 
Mathematics (STEM) Innovation for Prince George’s County Executive, Rushurn L. Baker 
III and in 2013 was named among a distinguished list of Top 40 under 40 participants 
within Prince George’s County, MD. In 2014, he earned the Community Innovator of 
the Year Award from Verizon Global for his work in founding Bowie State University’s first 
Signature STEAM program – the Education Innovation Initiative (EI2). He continues to 
emphasize the importance of philanthropy and serves on several Boards, including his 
current active term as Chair of the Executive Advisory Board in support of Bowie State 
University’s College of Education. In September of this year, his philanthropic efforts in 
supporting teaching, learning and advanced research opportunities at his Alma Mater 
recently earned him national recognition within Who’s Who Among Notable Alumni.

Traviss A. Green 
 

Director of Business Development 

Intel Security












