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 WASHINGTON, D.C.  —  The Na  onal Quantum Ini  a  ve Act (H.R. 6227) 
was signed into law by the President late December 2018 giving America a 
na  onal master plan for advancing quantum technologies.

The act establishes a Na  onal Quantum Coordina  on Offi  ce that will be part 
of the White House Offi  ce of Science and Technology Policy. It also calls for 
the development of a mul  -year strategic plan to help keep America at the 
forefront of the quantum revolu  on. 

One important aim of the plan will be to create new research centers that 
bring together academics from diff erent disciplines, such as computer science, 
physics, and engineering, to help conduct experiments and train future 
quantum researchers. It will also encourage large companies and startups 
to pool some of their knowledge and resources in joint research eff orts with 
government ins  tutes.

According to MIT Technology Review, quantum computers leverage 
exo  c phenomena from quantum physics to produce exponen  al leaps in 
compu  ng power. These new machines ul  mately will be able to outstrip 
even the most powerful classical supercomputers we know today. Moreover, 
those same quantum phenomena can also be tapped to create highly secure 
communica  ons networks with other signifi cant advances.

For more informa  on about BDPA and related so  ware development 
opportuni  es in 2019, student computer and coding compe   on programs 
across na  onal networks of BDPA chapters, or local  career development 
ac  vi  es across the Na  onal Capital Region, visit → BDPADC.org.  bt

— Sources:  MIT Technology Review and BDPADC

Meet LISNR during CES 2019 and NRF 2019
LAS VEGAS, NV — Founded in 2012, LISNR is the creator of Smart Tones™, a 
new ultrasonic communica  on protocol for sending data over audio. LISNR 
transmits customizable packets of data every second, enabling proximity 
data transmission, second-screen func  onality, authen  ca  on and device-to-
device connec  vity on any LISNR-enabled device. These types of disrup  ve 
technologies render wired communica  ons and line-of-sight virtually obsolete.

LISNR, a local Cincinna   startup, had a massive few years, bringing in $14.4 
million. Cincy Inno reports LISNR is considered Cincinna  ’s highest-funded 
startup with great press (most recently, a CNBC-curated list with the likes of 
Elon Musk’s SpaceX). Addi  onally, the company announced a partnership 
with Phoenix, Ariz.-based Equinox Payments, the Cincinna   Business Courier 
reports. Together, the two companies will use Lisnr’s tech to power mobile 
transac  ons. And, of course, LISNR was named an Inno Blazer at the Cincy 
Inno 50 on Fire awards.

Rodney Williams (right), LISNR CEO, graduated from West Virginia University 
and received his MBA from Howard University.  He is a Member of Na  onal 
BDPA’s Cincinna  , OH Chapter.  Meet LISNR at CES 2019 in Las Vegas and NRF 
2019 in New York.  bt

Sources:  Cincy Inno, CES, and LISNR  

President Trump signs $1.2 billion U.S. quantum initiative into law
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Founded in 1975 as Black Data Processing Associates by Earl A. Pace, Jr. and the late David Wimberly, National BDPA 
was created to bring underrepresented communities together whose members were employed in  information 

development and academic enrichment. Today, BDPA remains an international organization with its diverse 
membership of professionals and students engaged at every level across all industry verticals. BDPA and its Mission 
Partners continue to develop community engagement programs in support of a stronger technical workforce for 
America’s information and communications technology (ICT) pipelines. 

Throughout the year, local BDPA chapters conduct SITES training programs for youth in their communities. These 
programs are designed to expose students to new information technology (IT) and cybersecurity (CS) concepts 
of computer and data science giving them the expertise to develop applications. Several BDPA chapters will 
participate in regional competitions throughout the country to further prepare their students. BDPA chapters 
are able to send one (1) team of 3 to 5 students to the National BDPA Technology Conference to compete for 
scholarships and internships with teams from other BDPA chapter cities across the United States. 

Our HSCC Program was founded in 1986 by Dr. Jesse Bemley, of Washington, D.C. What started as a two-team 
event between Washington, D.C. and Atlanta, GA has grown to over 20 teams of various high school students 
from local BDPA chapters throughout the nation. Local HSCC and Jr. Dev programs, such as our Mobile App 

them to seek higher levels of education, and groom many of them to become our next generation of IT and 
Cyber professionals.  Industry mission-partners provide funding and support. 

 |  $100.00 per year
Professional BDPA Membership is open to anyone interested in supporting BDPA’s mission, while embracing new 
trends in technology, telecommunications, cybersecurity, information technology (IT), or Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM). To apply, join, or renew, visit: 

 |  $25.00 per year
Students from middle school, high school, community college, vocational training, any college or university may 
join by visiting  or apply for sponsored complimentary memberships by simply emailing current resumes 
to:  resumes@bdpadc.org

$400.00 to $2500 per year
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