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BREAKING: Iowa’s ‘Killer App’
Des Moines, IA —Iowa Caucus results for 2020 
eventually will be verifi ed and validated, thanks 
in part to “paper trails”. But this year’s General 
Elec  on Kick-Off  underscores just how much 
can go wrong when leadership leans too heavily 
on “unnecessary” or “untested” tech.  WIRED
reports and warns this could be a harbinger of 
some of the many things that could go wrong 
in 2020.  

See Iowa Raucous on page 5.

President Trump participates in the promotion pinning ceremony for State of the Union 
Gallery guest and Tuskegee Airman, retired Brig. Gen. Charles McGee, Feb. 4, 2020, in 
the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White House photo by Shealah Craighead)

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Celebrating a 100th birthday is 
monumental in itself, but for retired Col. Charles E. McGee, shortly 
after this celebration he would reach yet another milestone in his 
successful career.

This week on Tuesday, February 4, 2020, he found himself in the 
Oval Office at the White House being promoted to brigadier general 
by President Donald Trump.

McGee’s successes started early on in his career, when on June 30, 
1943, he earned his pilot’s wings as one of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
the decorated unit of African American Airmen famous for not only 
their combat successes, but the impact they had on the cultural 
shift in the military.

His military career spanned across three decades, where he flew 
409 combat missions during three different wars – WWII, Korean 
War and Vietnam War. While serving, McGee was presented with 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Air 
Medal and the Presidential Unit Citation.

Learn more. View this full article via bdpatoday.com.  bt

Tuskegee Airman promoted to Brigadier General
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing
Associates, was established in 1975 and founded in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania   to promote professional growth 
and technical development to those in or entering information 
and communications technology (ICT) career fields and related 
industries.  

Now in its 45th year (Volume XLV) National BDPA (NBDPA) 
and participating local BDPA Chapters publish daily and weekly 
blogs with quarterly or monthly newsletters. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is a periodical published monthly 
and weekly by participating local BDPA Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) within their respective media markets by local 
BDPA Chapter Communications Committees. 

For bdpatoday or web banner advertising rates, publication 
schedules, and online calendars with Industry events, 
contact regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   
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and The Daily Beast.  Unless otherwise noted 
by attributed credits or copyrights, photographs, 
art and graphics herein are © National BDPA, © 
BDPADC, © bdpatoday, © PTTV, or © GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of 
ICT industry, chapter 
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Cyber, and STEM events. 
Forward advertisements, 
articles, calendar of events, 
or images with captions 
and credits to: info@
bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
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tweets, re-tweets, or 
following National BDPA 
on social media does not 
constitute an endorsement. 
Contributor opinions are not 
necessarily those of National 
BDPA, local BDPA Chapters, 
nor bdpatoday. 
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AN IOWA RAUCOUS: ‘KILLER’ APP IMPLODES 
DES MOINES, IA — During the Iowa Caucus, precinct captains were supposed to report three (3) sets of results using 
a new app created for this special 2020 primary election kick-off event. Only a few succeeded; however,  inadequate 
training and numerous technical issues prevented many of Iowa’s precincts from using the app. Politico reports many 
precincts tried to report results manually using phone lines, but widespread app problems created an enormous rush of 
calls jamming help desk lines.  Data and precinct results from the app were sent to a separate system that was supposed 
to collect and calculate final results. 

And this is when everything went down hill. Officials noticed so-called “coding errors” only reporting partial results. 
According to WIRED, the votes were all properly recorded [on paper], and paper backups mean that votes can be verified. 
It was the reporting process that collapsed, requiring extra time for collecting and tallying final results. Ben Adida, 
executive director of VotingWorks, a nonprofit maker of voting machines stated “when we do introduce technology in 
the foundational layer of our democracy, it should be broadly vetted, load tested, security reviewed, and open source.” 

Training notwithstanding, apparently none of what Adida listed happened in Iowa. Politico reported this week’s Iowa 
Caucus disruptions most likely were not the work of hackers according to Homeland Security and cybersecurity officials — 
though some cautioned that it is too soon to say even that much for certain. Some experts said it is impossible to know for 
sure. Nonetheless, Monday’s turmoil fuels the kinds of conspiracy theories undermining The People’s faith in algorithms, 
technology, and trus  ng our electoral processes.

For addi  onal coverage and related Tech & Policy stories, visit bdpatoday.com.   bt      
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