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SAN FRANCISCO — IBM (NYSE: IBM)  announced this week a new chapter 
in the journey from ar  fi cial intelligence (AI) experimenta  on to wide-scale 
deployment and industry transforma  on. IBM has made Watson portable 
across any cloud and empowered businesses to prevent vendor lock-in and 
start deploying AI wherever their data resides.

“Businesses have largely been limited to experimen  ng with AI in siloes due 
to the limita  ons caused by cloud provider lock-in of their data,” said Rob 
Thomas, General Manager, IBM Data and AI. “With most large organiza  ons 
storing data across hybrid cloud environments, they need the freedom and 
choice to apply AI to their data wherever it is stored. By breaking open that 
siloed infrastructure we can help businesses accelerate their transforma  on 
through AI.”

Watson, IBM’s AI, is designed to help organiza  ons put AI to work to improve 
the performance of business. With a clear set of applica  ons, development 
tools, machine learning models, and management services, Watson is 
helping organiza  ons around the world mine their data, predict outcomes, 
and automate  me- and resource-sensi  ve processes.

This week’s announcements advance this mission by providing businesses with a simpler, faster way to build, deploy and run AI models and 
applica  ons across any cloud.

A world leader in AI for business, IBM has deployed Watson solu  ons in thousands of engagements with clients across 20 industries and 80 
countries. IBM’s Watson solu  ons are widely used in industries, including by 7 of the 10 largest automo  ve companies and 8 of the 10 largest oil 
and gas companies. Addi  onally, IBM Research is a world leader in the science of AI. In 2018, IBM secured 1,600 AI-related patents.

Though the use of AI con  nues to gain a  en  on in business, many 
organiza  ons are s  ll challenged to move projects forward. According 
to an MIT Sloan report, 81 percent1 of enterprises do not understand 
what data is required for AI, or how to access it. And a recent Gartner 
study2 found that, “data and analy  cs leaders con  nue to struggle with 
the complexity,  me to integra  on and cost implica  ons of their data 
integra  on projects, thereby infl a  ng their schedules and delivery costs 
with mul  ple cycles of revised project scope.” bt 
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(Above) IBM Chairman, President and CEO Ginni Rome  y who par  cipated in a 
CEO panel discussion at Davos last month on “Business Leadership in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolu  on.”

(Right photo) IBM’s Brian Keith (le  ) and AppDynamics’ Keith Sco   share digital 
transforma  on strategies with small business execu  ves and Howard University 
students at In3 Incubator in Washington during #CyberEarth17, BDPA’s annual Earth 
Day Tech Summit. Mr. Keith leads IBM Watson & Cloud Pla  orm for Public Sector.
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