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AUSTIN, TX — The City of Austin has cancelled the March dates for SXSW and SXSW EDU. SXSW planners will faithfully follow the City’s directions. In a  prepared 
statement, planners expressed they are devastated to share this news with Industry. “ ‘The show must go on’ is in our DNA, and this is the first time in 34 years that 
the March event will not take place. We are now working through the ramifications of this unprecedented situation.”  As recently as Wednesday, Austin Public Health 
stated that “there’s no evidence that closing SXSW or any other gatherings will make the community safer.” However, this situation evolved rapidly, and we honor and 
respect the City of Austin’s decision. We are committed to do our part to help protect our staff, attendees, and fellow Austinites. SXSW planners are exploring options 
to reschedule the event and are working to provide a virtual SXSW online experience as soon as possible for 2020 participants, starting with SXSW EDU. For current 
registrants, clients, and participants, SXSW teams will be in touch as soon as possible and will publish an FAQ and policy updates for contingencies, virtual events, and 
insurance if applicable.   Related stories are trending online via BDPA’s social media channels and bdpatoday.com.

— Photo credit Kumi Otani courtesy SXSW.

D.C. Mayor Delivers a $4.6 Million Tech 
Investment for new Devices to Students
WASHINGTON — This week, Mayor Muriel Bowser and DC Public 
Schools (DCPS) began delivering more than 16,400 technology devices 
to students across all eight wards as a part of the Empowered Learner’s 
Initiative (ELi). The initiative is a comprehensive three-year commitment 
by Mayor Bowser to close the digital divide and empower DCPS students 
through access to state-of-the-art technology.

New devices will stay in the classroom so teachers can continue to use 
the technology to enhance their instruction. Families can expect to see 
their third grade students using the devices to apply the math skills they 
learn to control Sphero robots and teachers can provide personalized 
strategies to meet every student’s individual needs through both in-
person and digital instruction.

Next fiscal year, the Mayor plans to make another multi-million dollar 
tech investment to provide devices for students in grades 4, 7, and 10.

Discover more. Preview new advances in technology with BDPA’s local 
youth programs direct from Industry via bdpatoday.com.  bt
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing
Associates, was established in 1975 and founded in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania   to promote professional growth 
and technical development to those in or entering information 
and communications technology (ICT) career fields and related 
industries.  

Now in its 45th year (Volume XLV) National BDPA (NBDPA) 
and participating local BDPA Chapters publish daily and weekly 
blogs with quarterly or monthly newsletters. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is a periodical published monthly 
and weekly by participating local BDPA Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) within their respective media markets by local 
BDPA Chapter Communications Committees. 

For bdpatoday or web banner advertising rates, publication 
schedules, and online calendars with Industry events, 
contact regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   

Cover photos SXSW and BDPA-DC.  Unless 
otherwise noted by attributed credits or 
copyrights, all photographs, art and graphics 
herein are © National BDPA, © BDPADC, © 
bdpatoday,      ,© PTTV, or © GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of 
ICT industry, chapter 
news, and community IT, 
Cyber, and STEM events. 
Forward advertisements, 
articles, calendar of events, 
or images with captions 
and credits to: info@
bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or 
following National BDPA 
on social media does not 
constitute an endorsement. 
Contributor opinions are not 
necessarily those of National 
BDPA, local BDPA Chapters, 
nor bdpatoday. 
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