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TRENTON, NJ (BDPA-NJ) — “New Jersey needs COBOL Programmers.” 
At a press conference today, governor Phil Murphy asked for the 
help of volunteer coders who still know how to program in COBOL.

In New Jersey and perhaps other states with “legacy systems”, 
experts are urgently needed to fix COBOL-based unemployment 
insurance systems—some at least four decades old—that are 
overwhelmed due to COVID-19 related job losses. 

The state recently experienced a 1,600% increase in claims volume 
in a single week, said labor commissioner Robert Asaro-Angelo 
during today’s briefing, stating that “over the prior two weeks 
we saw more than 362,000 people apply for unemployment as a 
result of this public health emergency.”

Tech industry and cybersecurity experts feel such “volunteers” are 
likely well over 60 years old, making them especially vulnerable 
to COVID-19. Whether they would risk venturing out to work or 
volunteer to update legacy systems that should have been updated 
decades ago remains an open challenge if they cannot remotely 
perform these emergency upgrades.

Discover more. Preview full stories with related technical career 
articles from Industry via bdpatoday.com.  bt

— Sources: New Jersey Department of Labor, Quartz, and BDPA-NJ

More COBOL Programmers needed for new jobless data
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All,

The circumstances surrounding the coronavirus are conƟ nuing to 

develop each day. This is a rapidly evolving situaƟ on and we encourage 

our members to exercise safety and cauƟ on. We are closely monitoring 

developments and off er the following informaƟ on and guidance.

What to know about COVID-19 (Novel Coronavirus):

The general risk remains low; however, there have been several 

confi rmed cases across the country including two confi rmed cases in 

Georgia (Our conference locaƟ on).

In confi rmed COVID-19 cases, reported illnesses have ranged from mild 

symptoms to severe illness and death. Symptoms can include:

• Fever

• Cough

• Shortness of breath

According to the CDC, older adults and those with chronic medical 

condiƟ ons are at higher risk for serious illness from COVID-19.

Please follow guidance from Centers for Disease Control and 

PrevenƟ on, World Health OrganizaƟ on and U.S. State Department for 

recommendaƟ ons and travel advisories.

Person-to-person spread is occurring, although it’s unclear exactly how 

it is transmiƩ ed and how easily the virus spreads between people.

The CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear a face 

mask to protect themselves from respiratory diseases, including 

COVID-19.

We could be in this state for an extended period of Ɵ me and encourage 

you to plan accordingly for student and adult programming. Crisis 

ulƟ mately breeds innovaƟ on. This is a unique opportunity for us to re-

evaluate how we may sƟ ll nurture and develop working professionals 

and future STEM leaders, all while being mindful of our members’ health, 

safety, and being intenƟ onally inclusive of those without resources.

The NaƟ onal ExecuƟ ve CommiƩ ee and Conference Team are working 

closely to assess the situaƟ on and consider the potenƟ al opƟ ons for the 

conference. We are evaluaƟ ng the development of a virtual conference 

experience. Our goal is to create an unmatched experience that retains 

the same energy, value, and diverse experience for all parƟ cipants 

no maƩ er the format the conference takes. Rest assured, we are 

conƟ nuously monitoring this developing situaƟ on and will conƟ nue 

to keep you all updated on plans for the conference experience as we 

move forward.

Sincerely,

Terry J. Morris, BDPA President

BDPA2020: Register Now!
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing
Associates, was established in 1975 and founded in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania   to promote professional growth 
and technical development to those in or entering information 
and communications technology (ICT) career fields and related 
industries.  

Now in its 45th year (Volume XLV) National BDPA (NBDPA) 
and participating local BDPA Chapters publish daily and weekly 
blogs with quarterly or monthly newsletters. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is a periodical published monthly 
and weekly by participating local BDPA Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) within their respective media markets by local 
BDPA Chapter Communications Committees. 

For bdpatoday or web banner advertising rates, publication 
schedules, and online calendars with Industry events, 
contact regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   

Cover photos NASA, BDPA, and BDPA-DC.  
Unless otherwise noted by attributed 
credits or copyrights, all photographs, art and 
graphics herein are ©GettyImages or © BDPA 

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of 
ICT industry, chapter 
news, and community IT, 
Cyber, and STEM events. 
Forward advertisements, 
articles, calendar of events, 
or images with captions 
and credits to: info@
bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or 
following National BDPA 
on social media does not 
constitute an endorsement. 
Contributor opinions are not 
necessarily those of National 
BDPA, local BDPA Chapters, 
nor bdpatoday. 
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