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NDAA 2021
WASHINGTON — U.S. Senators 
Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) and Jack 
Reed (D-R.I.), chairman and 
ranking member of the Senate 
Armed Services Commi  ee 
(SASC), announced that the 
Commi  ee had advanced the 
Na  onal Defense Authoriza  on 
Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 
2021 on an overwhelmingly 
bipar  san vote of 25-2. During 
the subcommi  ee and full 
commi  ee markups of the 
legisla  on, the Commi  ee considered 
391 amendments and adopted 229 bipar  san amendments. 
The bill now heads to the Senate fl oor for considera  on.

— United States Senate Commi  ee on Armed Services

Tech companies ask Congress for na  onwide Facial-Recogni  on technology laws
WASHINGTON — This week, three technology juggernauts — Amazon, Microso   and IBM — all said they will not sell facial recogni  on technology to police and other 
law enforcement agencies. Amazon’s Ring subsidiary has partnerships with over 1,300 police departments in the United States. The company stated this week it will put 
a one-year hold on sales of its facial recogni  on technology to law enforcement, in hopes of giving Congress  me to “implement appropriate rules.”

Amazon stated in their blog they will con  nue to allow organiza  ons like Thorn, 
the Interna  onal Center for Missing and Exploited Children, and Marinus Analy  cs 
to use Amazon Rekogni  on to help rescue human traffi  cking vic  ms and reunite 
missing children with their families.

Amazon advocates that governments should put in place stronger regula  ons to 
govern the ethical use of facial recogni  on technology, and in recent days, Congress 
appears ready to take on this challenge. A one-year moratorium might give Congress 

enough  me to implement appropriate rules.

Microso  ’s announcement followed IBM and Amazon, in the wake of 
an  -racism protests around the world in response to the death of George 
Floyd. Microso  ’s decision adds to the pressure on lawmakers to respond 
to protests focusing on racial injus  ce and police brutality. Studies have 
shown that commercial facial recogni  on algorithms frequently misiden  fy 
minori  es and people of color.

Technology companies have rapidly expanded their partnerships with law 
enforcement agencies in recent years, providing them with sophis  cated 
surveillance tools and drones that have raised concerns about supply chain 
security, ci  zen privacy, and discrimina  on. Some want to help cra   new 
laws.   For BigTech, reformed facial-rec is far be  er than an outright ban.

To follow related stories, discover more at bdpatoday.com.  bt

—  Sources: Amazon, IBM, Microso  , Department of Interior
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing
Associates, was established in 1975 and founded in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania   to promote professional growth 
and technical development to those in or entering information 
and communications technology (ICT) career fields and related 
industries.  

Now in its 45th year (Volume XLV) National BDPA (NBDPA) 
and participating local BDPA Chapters publish daily and weekly 
blogs with quarterly or monthly newsletters. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is a periodical published monthly 
and weekly by participating local BDPA Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) within their respective media markets by local 
BDPA Chapter Communications Committees. 

For bdpatoday or web banner advertising rates, publication 
schedules, and online calendars with Industry events, 
contact regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   

Cover photos U.S. Congress and the Department 
of Defense (DoD).  Unless otherwise noted by 
attributed credits or copyrights, photographs, 
art and graphics herein are ©National BDPA,  
©BDPADC, ©bdpatoday, ©PTTV, or ©GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of 
ICT industry, chapter 
news, and community IT, 
Cyber, and STEM events. 
Forward advertisements, 
articles, calendar of events, 
or images with captions 
and credits to: info@
bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or 
following National BDPA 
on social media does not 
constitute an endorsement. 
Contributor opinions are not 
necessarily those of National 
BDPA, local BDPA Chapters, 
nor bdpatoday. 

bdpatoday | page  4

https://bdpatoday.com
https://www.bdpa.org


https://www.goarmy.com/army-cyber.html


http://www.jef.org


https://www.airforce.com/careers


JOIN. SUBSCRIBE. PARTNER.   www.bdpatoday.com

¢ode On¢e. $ell Many.

bdpatoday
611 Pennsylvania, Avenue, SE., Suite 213

Washington, D.C. 20003

bdpatoday.com

https://bdpatoday.com
https://www.bdpa.org



