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“This acquisi  on solidifi es Zoox’s impact on the autonomous driving industry” 
FOSTER CITY, CA ― Amazon has signed an agreement to acquire Zoox, 
a California-based company working to design autonomous ride-hailing 
vehicles from the ground up. Aicha Evans, Zoox CEO (left photo), and 
Jesse Levinson, Zoox co-founder and CTO, will continue to lead the team 
as they innovate and drive towards their mission.

Zoox is a forward-thinking team that is pioneering the future of ride-
hailing by designing autonomous technology from the ground up with 
passengers front-of-mind. Aicha Evans, Zoox CEO, and Jesse Levinson, 
Zoox co-founder and CTO, will continue to lead Zoox as a standalone 
business as they innovate and drive towards their mission.

Zoox started in 2014 with the vision of purpose-built, zero-emissions 
vehicles designed for autonomous ride-hailing, along with an end-to-end 
autonomy software stack. Zoox’s ground-up vehicle focuses on the ride-
hailing customer, with tightly integrated features designed to provide 
a revolutionary passenger experience. Zoox’s approach to invention 
provides flexibility and the means to iterate rapidly to continuously 
deliver a superior experience for customers.

Completion of this transaction is subject to review and customary closing 
conditions.

— Sources and photo: Zoox/The SiliconReview

FTC Sends Refunds to People who lost Money to a Work-From-Home Scheme
WASHINGTON — The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is sending full refunds 
totaling more than $284,000 to people who lost money to a scheme that 
used misleading spam emails to lure consumers into buying work-from-home 
(WFH) services.

The emails linked to websites displaying fake news stories and false celebrity 
endorsements, according to the complaint. Consumers who clicked on the links 
were routed to websites pitching the Eff en Ads’ work-from-home schemes. 
The schemes operated under numerous brand names such as Secure Home 

Profi ts, Paydays At Home, Home Cashfl ow Club, Home Cash Code, 
Home Payday Center, Snap Web Profi ts, Complete Profi t Code, Global 
Cashfl ow Center, Global Payday System, Your Income Gateway, Home 
Payday Club, Web Payday Center, and Home Payday Vault.

As part of their se  lement with the FTC, the owners of Eff en Ads and 
W4 LLC agreed to pay more than $1.4 million. Current distribu  ons 
provide refunds to those who were deceived as part of Eff en Ads’ 
work-from-home scheme. The remaining funds will be used to 
provide refunds to people whose personal informa  on was sold by 
Eff en Ads to Vision Solu  on Marke  ng, a telemarke  ng fi rm that 
peddled allegedly bogus business opportuni  es and agreed to a 
separate se  lement with the FTC. Read more at bdpatoday.com.  bt

—  Source: FTC

Follow related BigTECH and FinTECH stories while discovering more 
with BDPA Chapters at bdpa2020.com or visit us at bdpatoday.com.

Amazon acquires Zoox at $1.2 billion for autonomous ride-hailing capabili  es
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was established in 1975 and founded in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania   to promote professional growth 
and technical development to those in or entering information 
and communications technology (ICT) career fields and related 
industries.  

Now in its 45th year (Volume XLV) National BDPA (NBDPA) 
and participating local BDPA Chapters publish daily and weekly 
blogs with quarterly or monthly newsletters. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is a periodical published monthly 
and weekly by participating local BDPA Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) within their respective media markets by local 
BDPA Chapter Communications Committees. 

For bdpatoday or web banner advertising rates, publication 
schedules, and online calendars with Industry events, 
contact regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National 
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter 
Communications Committees and mailed to 
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or 
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters 
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs)  via email or 
social media channels as a benefit of membership. 
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by 
bdpatoday with technology industry mission 
partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at 
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing 
offices.   

Cover photos Zoox, The SiliconReview, and BDPA-
DC.  Unless otherwise noted by attributed credits 
or copyrights, photographs, art and graphics herein 
are ©National BDPA,  ©BDPADC, ©bdpatoday, 
©PTTV, or ©GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of 
ICT industry, chapter 
news, and community IT, 
Cyber, and STEM events. 
Forward advertisements, 
articles, calendar of events, 
or images with captions 
and credits to: info@
bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or 
following National BDPA 
on social media does not 
constitute an endorsement. 
Contributor opinions are not 
necessarily those of National 
BDPA, local BDPA Chapters, 
nor bdpatoday. 
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