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DALLAS, TX — Earlier this week, 
the tech industry lost one of its 
most legendary  philanthropists, 
advocates, and icons. Henry Ross 
Perot, founder of Electronic Data 
Systems (EDS) and Perot Systems 
Corpora  on died Tuesday, July 
9, 2019. He celebrated his 89th 
birthday last month.

The Hill reports Mr. Perot, a 
graduate of the United States Naval 
Academy (inset) and former IBM
salesman, was an engineer at heart, 

who believed in the power of science, technology, engineering and math to 
spark a chain reac  on of success from people and corpora  ons  to their larger 
communi  es and to our na  on. He was a proponent of STEM educa  on — long 
before it became a popular buzzword.  

EDS pioneered “outsourcing” and “facili  es management” business models. Prior 
to the turn of the century, both EDS and Perot Systems captured hundreds of 
millions of dollars in revenues from informa  on technology contracts with GM, 
the federal government, and Fortune 500 customers. Both corpora  ons touched 
countless lives across their respec  ve communi  es which included Na  onal 
BDPA Chapters supported by each fi rm in Dallas, Detroit, Northern Virginia, and 
Washington, D.C. Perot Systems, founded in 1988, along with Digital Equipment 
Corpora  on (DEC), EDS, HP, IBM, MCI, and Compuware, were among Na  onal 
BDPA’s largest partners and sponsors during the 1990 annual Na  onal BDPA 
Technology Conference in Washington, D.C. In 2008,  HP acquired EDS for $13.9 
billion.  Dell acquired Perot Systems shortly therea  er for $3.9 billion in 2009. 

“In business and in life, Ross was a man of integrity and ac  on. A true American 
patriot and a man of rare vision, principle and deep compassion, he touched 
the lives of countless people through his unwavering support of the military and 
veterans and through his charitable endeavors. Ross Perot will be deeply missed 
by all who loved him. He lived a long and honorable life,” his family said.   bt

— Perot family photos
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in or 
entering information and communications technology 
(ICT) career fields and related industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly or 
monthly newsletters.  For bdpatoday or web 
banner advertising rates, publication schedules, 
and online calendars with Industry events, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National BDPA (NBDPA) 
with their respective chapter Communications 
Committees and mailed to BDPA members, BDPA 
corporate sponsors or electronically delivered to 
local BDPA Chapters and Chapter Interest Groups 
(CIGs)  via email or social media channels as a benefit 
of membership. Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is 
produced by bdpatoday with technology industry 
mission partners.

First Class and Periodicals postage paid at Washington, 
D.C. and additional regional mailing offices.
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Unless   otherwise noted  by attributed     sources,
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Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of ICT 
industry, chapter news, 
and community IT, Cyber, 
and STEM events. Forward 
advertisements, articles, 
calendar of events, or images 
with captions and credits to: 
info@bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or following 
National BDPA on social 
media does not constitute 
an endorsement. Contributor 
opinions are not necessarily 
those of National BDPA, 
local BDPA Chapters, nor 
bdpatoday. 
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