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WASHINGTON, DC —Upgrades to the Federal Avia on Administra on’s 
(FAA) DroneZone now allows recrea  onal fl yers to request airspace 
authoriza ons in controlled airspace where the Low Al tude 
Authoriza on and No  fi ca on Capability (LAANC) is not available.

Airspace authoriza  ons can take up to 45 days to process and approve 
through the DroneZone.

Recrea  onal fl yers may request to fl y up to the designated al  tude 
ceiling in an Unmanned Aircra Systems (UAS) Facility Map (UASFM) 
and only for day me opera ons.

LAANC is a collabora  on between the FAA and industry that directly 
supports the safe integra on of Unmanned Aircra Systems into 
the na on’s airspace, expedi ng the me it takes for drone pilots to 

receive authoriza  ons to fl y under 400 feet in controlled airspace. bt

— Source:  FAA.gov

____________________

SEATTLE, WA — Alongside a new lineup of Echo devices, Amazon is 
introducing new ways that Alexa is making everyday life simpler and 
more convenient. From helping one to stay organized, to keeping a 
family entertained and connected, to making homes simpler, smarter, 
and safer—just ask and Alexa can help.

In the coming months, Alexa will proac  vely let users know when they 
need to replace something (like a ba ery for smart locks or security 
cameras) and help place the order. Alexa will send a no  fi ca on when 
it is me to reorder – or users can set up smart reorderings to allow 
Alexa to automa cally reorder the supplies before they run out. These 
new features will be available to replace ba eries for smart locks, 
security sensors, smart lights and smart home cameras from August, 
Blink, Ring, Schlage, and Yale, air filters for Coway air purifiers, and 
more. 

Addi  onally, iconic actor and producer Samuel L. Jackson is the fi rst 
celebrity voice created for Alexa using neural text-to-speech (NTTS) 
technologies. Alexa is lit! Simply ask Sam to tell jokes, informa  on 
about the weather, set  mers and alarms,  play music and more—all 
with a bit of his own personality. Users will be able to interact with 
Samuel L. Jackson, in explicit or non-explicit versions.

— See  Alexa on page 4

Recrea  onal Flyers and Drone StartUps — FAA Just Updated the ‘DroneZone’  

Samuel L. Jackson’s voice is Alexa NTTS   
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in or 
entering information and communications technology 
(ICT) career fields and related industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly or 
monthly newsletters.  For bdpatoday or web 
banner advertising rates, publication schedules, 
and online calendars with Industry events, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National BDPA (NBDPA) 
with their respective chapter Communications 
Committees and mailed to BDPA members, BDPA 
corporate sponsors or electronically delivered to 
local BDPA Chapters and Chapter Interest Groups 
(CIGs)  via email or social media channels as a benefit 
of membership. Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is 
produced by bdpatoday with technology industry 
mission partners.
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bdpatoday. 

 Unless otherwise noted by 
attributed credits or copyrights, photographs, 
art and   graphics herein are ©National 
BDPA,   ©BDPADC,    ©bdpatoday,  ©PTTV,     and 
©GettyImages.

Chapter publications, such 
as bdpatoday, are available 
for online publishing of ICT 
industry, chapter news, 
and community IT, Cyber, 
and STEM events. Forward 
advertisements, articles, 
calendar of events, or images 
with captions and credits to: 
info@bdpatoday.org.  Readers 
may use National BDPA’s 
landing page, BDPA.org, to 
review local events or visit
w w w . b d p a t o d a y . c o m .
Advertisements, articles, 
announcements, OP-EDs, 
tweets, re-tweets, or following 
National BDPA on social 
media does not constitute 
an endorsement. Contributor 
opinions are not necessarily 
those of National BDPA, 
local BDPA Chapters, nor 
bdpatoday. 

bdpatoday | page 3

https://bdpatoday.com
http://www.bdpa.org


— Alexa from cover page

Amazon is making smart home simpler 
with Cer  fi ed for Humans, a new 
program that helps customers fi nd 
products that are tested to be simple 
to setup and work dependably with 
Alexa, and new devices like the Amazon 
Smart Oven that make cooking easy. 
New Alexa Guard capabili  es help 
customers keep their home safe, and 
new features like WiFi access and easy 
reordering of household supplies with 
Alexa make homes even smarter and 
more convenient.

“Customers want their smart home 
technology to make everyday tasks 
easier, but not at the expense of 
spending their whole weekend, or 
hiring an expert, just to get everything 
setup,” said Daniel Rausch, Amazon 
Vice President, Smart Home. “We think 
customers will be delighted with what 
we have coming this fall—more ways 
to fi nd smart home devices they can 
set up in minutes, new Alexa features 
that take the stress out of being away 
from home, and new products that help 
families enjoy great meals together or 
just have a li  le fun.”

For added convenience, Alexa will also 
help customers schedule specifi c WiFi 
access  mes, and even turn on or off  
guest WiFi access with a simple voice 
command. Alexa customers can use 
their voice to manage WiFi access on 
compa  ble eero, ASUS, Linksys, and 
TP-Link routers star  ng this fall.   bt

Discover other related innova  ons from 
industry or success stories from local BDPA 
Chapters by visi  ng bdpatoday.com. 

Larry Irving (above), former head of the National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA), is among 11 inductees to the Internet Society’s Hall of Fame 
for 2019.

The former NTIA head is credited with coining term ‘Digital Divide’ and becomes the 
first African American inducted into the Society’s Hall of Fame. 

Photo credit: Elon Univerisity
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