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HUNTSVILLE, AL — Na onal BDPA’s Huntsville Chapter was given the 
opportunity to train students about STEM at Mae Jemison High School. 
BDPA Members Bernard Nealy, Brandon Fields, Pat King and Jason 
Bradshaw were the instructors for this interac ve training session.  

The training session included high school seniors from Mae Jemison, one 
high school senior and two elementary students from Birmingham who 
were guests of the instructors. During the session the students had the 
opportunity experience electrical engineering by connec ng a Raspberry 
Pi microcomputer to a CAMJam Kit breadboard by wiring the two devices 
together. While also installing resistors, and red, green, & yellow lights to 
the breadboard.

Once the students completed wiring the two devices together they 
connected the Raspberry Pi to a monitor, keyboard, and mouse. A er it 
was safely connected the students then were able to connect power to 
the Pi and proceed to use Python programming to complete the project. 

The students really enjoyed the training and asked when the next training 
would be held. These students are our inspira on to do what we do.

— Source and photo: bdpahsv.org.  

___________________

HUD Designates aSTEAM Village as an 
EnVision Center site for Kansas City
Kansas, MO|BDPA Kansas City — U.S. Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Secretary Dr. Ben Carson paid a visit to aSTEAM Village a  er 
designa  ng aSTEAM Village as the lead not-for-profi t agency for the 
EnVision Center networks of Kansas City, Missouri and Kansas City, 
Kansas.  

Last fi scal year, HUD announced the ini  al 18 pilot EnVision Center 
ci es and accepted aSTEAM Village’s applica on in conjunc on with 
the Unified Government of Kansas City, Kansas, Wyando e County, the 
City of Kansas City, Missouri, the Kansas City Housing Authority and the 
Kansas City, Kansas Housing Authority.

• The Kansas City, Missouri EnVision Center is located at aSTEAM
Village 1600 Paseo Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108

• The aSTEAM Village Kansas City, Kansas EnVision Center is located at
Miracle Temple C.O.G.I.C., 2106 Quindaro Blvd., Kansas City, KS 66104.

There  will be several more EnVision Center loca  ons and service 
providers that will come online throughout the Kansas City metropolitan 
area over the next several months.

— See  aSTEAM Village page 4
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing 
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in or 
entering information and communications technology 
(ICT) career fields and related industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly or 
monthly newsletters.  For bdpatoday or web 
banner advertising rates, publication schedules, 
and online calendars with Industry events, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National BDPA (NBDPA) 
with their respective chapter Communications 
Committees and mailed to BDPA members, BDPA 
corporate sponsors or electronically delivered to 
local BDPA Chapters and Chapter Interest Groups 
(CIGs)  via email or social media channels as a benefit 
of membership. Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is 
produced by bdpatoday with technology industry 
mission partners.
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— aSTEAM Village from cover page

The EnVision Centers demonstra  on is 
premised on the no  on that fi nancial support 
alone is insuffi  cient to solve the problem of 
poverty. Inten  onal and collec  ve eff orts 
across a diverse set of organiza  ons are 
needed to implement a holis  c approach to 
foster long-las  ng self-suffi  ciency. EnVision 
Centers will provide communi  es with a 
centralized hub for support in the following 
four pillars: (1) Economic Empowerment, 
(2) Educa  onal Advancement, (3) Health 
and Wellness, and (4) Character and 
Leadership. The Economic Empowerment 
pillar is designed to improve the economic 
sustainability of individuals residing in HUD-
assisted housing by empowering them with 
opportuni  es to improve their economic 
outlook. The Educa  on pillar seeks to bring 
educa  onal opportuni  es directly to HUD-
assisted housing and includes partnering 
with public and private organiza  ons that 
approach educa  on in non-tradi  onal ways 
on non-tradi  onal pla  orms. The Health 
and Wellness pillar is designed to improve 
access to health outcomes by individuals and 
families living in HUD-assisted housing. The 
Character and Leadership pillar is designed 
to enable all individuals and families residing 
in HUD-assisted housing, especially young 
people, to reach their full poten  al as 
produc  ve, caring, responsible ci  zens by 
encouraging par  cipa  on in volunteer and 
mentoring opportuni  es.

Through results-driven partnerships 
with federal agencies, state and local 
governments, non-profi ts, faith-based 
organiza  ons, corpora  ons, public housing 
authori  es (PHAs), tribal designated 
housing en   es (TDHEs) and housing 
fi nance agencies, EnVision Centers will 
leverage public and private resources to help 
individuals and families living in HUD-assisted 
housing climb the ladder of opportunity.    bt

Discover more by visi  ng bdpatoday.com. 

U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Dr. Ben Carson (right) and 
BDPA Kansas City President William Wells (center) paid a visit to aSTEAM Village 
after HUD designated aSTEAM Village as the lead not-for-profit agency for the 
EnVision Center networks of Kansas City, Missouri and Kansas City, Kansas.  

Photo credit: BDPA Kansas City
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