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UAH leads new program with SMDC, BDPA, HBCUs, and new Mission
Partners to develop cyber workforce from underserved academia

James B. Johnson, deputy to the commanding
general of the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command/Army Forces Strategic Command, signs
the SMDC Underserved Community Cybersecurity
and Engineering Education Development (SUCCEED)
charter as members of the SUCCEED board and
others look on.
UAH photo by Michael Mercier

View developing technology and cyber workforce
stories available now on bdpatoday.com.

HUNTSVILLE, AL— A new program conceived and led by the Center for Cybersecurity
Research and Education at The University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH), a part of
the University of Alabama System, and the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command (SMDC) is aimed at developing a robust cybersecurity workforce from
students in underserved areas of academia.
The charter for the SMDC Underserved Community Cybersecurity and Engineering
Education Development (SUCCEED) program was signed on Redstone Arsenal
on Tuesday, Oct. 20. It serves as the cornerstone to solidify the SUCCEED board
representative organization’s commitment to creating opportunities for students to
learn, gain experience and network within the Department of Defense community.
“SUCCEED will help SMDC achieve its goals to develop a robust and
qualified pipeline of technical students into industry, while simultaneously
reaching into diverse and underserved areas of academia within Alabama
to accomplish these goals,” says Katrina Bristol, a CCRE research engineer.
“SUCCEED will enact partnerships that will leverage the talent of students
attending Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and
underserved high school communities throughout the state, to equip
and prepare minorities to compete and succeed in STEM careers with the
federal government in general and at SMDC, in particular.”
As the program lead, CCRE administers an almost $1 million SMDC contract
for fiscal 2021 that includes work by other members of the SUCCEED
board. Members of the SUCCEED board include UAH/CCRE, Alabama A&M
University, Tuskegee University, Alabama State University, the Alabama
School for Cyber Technology and Engineering, Black Data Processing
Associates (BDPA)– Huntsville Chapter, the LeBlanc Foundation and SMDC.
UAH and CCRE are represented on the board by Oscar McCants. bt
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Register now → bdpahpe1107.eventbrite.com

bdpatoday | about us

NATIONAL BDPA CO-FOUNDER
Earl A. Pace, Jr.
NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Terry Morris

BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing
Associates, was established in 1975 and founded in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to promote professional growth
and technical development to those in or entering information
and communications technology (ICT) career fields and related
industries.
Now in its 45th year (Volume XLV) National BDPA (NBDPA)
and participating local BDPA Chapters publish daily and weekly
blogs with quarterly or monthly newsletters.
bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is a periodical published monthly
and weekly by participating local BDPA Chapters of National
BDPA (NBDPA) within their respective media markets by local
BDPA Chapter Communications Committees.
For bdpatoday or web banner advertising rates, publication
schedules, and online calendars with Industry events,
contact regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com.

NATIONAL BDPA VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. Michael Wulf
NBDPA VICE PRESIDENT
NORTHEAST REGION
Goldie Bonney
NBDPA VICE PRESIDENT
SOUTH REGION
Jonica Cowen
NBDPA VICE PRESIDENT
MIDWEST REGION
Kristina Johnson
NBDPA VICE PRESIDENT
WEST REGION
Timothy Butts, Sr.
NBDPA VICE PRESIDENT
MEMBERSHIP MANAGEMENT
Judy Lane
NBDPA VICE PRESIDENT
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Karen Lipscomb
NBDPA MARKETING
Joe Blair
NBDPA SECRETARY & CHIEF of STAFF
Eric Ejiofor
_________
FOUNDING PUBLISHER
Perry Carter

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429) is published by
participating Local Chapters of National
BDPA (NBDPA) with their respective chapter
Communications Committees and mailed to
BDPA members, BDPA corporate sponsors or
electronically delivered to local BDPA Chapters
and Chapter Interest Groups (CIGs) via email or
social media channels as a benefit of membership.
Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is produced by
bdpatoday with technology industry mission
partners.
First Class and Periodicals postage paid at
Washington, D.C. and additional regional mailing
offices.
Cover photos by National BDPA, BDPA-DC,
University of Alabama Huntsville (UAH) and
bdpatoday. Unless otherwise noted by attributed
credits or copyrights, photographs, art and
graphics herein are © National BDPA, © BDPADC,
© bdpatoday, © PTTV, © Alamy Stock Photos and

bdpatoday | page 4

Chapter publications, such
as bdpatoday, are available
for online publishing of
ICT
industry,
chapter
news, and community IT,
Cyber, and STEM events.
Forward advertisements,
articles, calendar of events,
or images with captions
and credits to: info@
bdpatoday.org.
Readers
may use National BDPA’s
landing page, BDPA.org, to
review local events or visit
www.bdpatoday.com.
Advertisements, articles,
announcements, OP-EDs,
tweets,
re-tweets,
or
following National BDPA
on social media does not
constitute an endorsement.
Contributor opinions are not
necessarily those of National
BDPA, local BDPA Chapters,
nor bdpatoday.

MANAGING EDITORS
Perry Carter, Tech + Industry
Ron Hamm, Government Affairs
Kia Silver-Hodge, Corporate Affairs
LaToya Staten, Tech + Community
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Lynn Dunigan
Roy Lewis
Charlie Perkiins
Catherine Williamson
MULTIMEDIA + SOCIAL MEDIA
Wayne Bertram
DaMisha Brown
Evan Carter
Kyle Carter
Liliana Gordon
Tenaiya King
Ryan McBride
Sharrarne Morton
Jerod Neal
Corey Parrish
Charleen Robinson

The United States Air Force (USAF) Small Business Technology
Transfer (STTR) Program, worth $97M, is seeking technology
to enhance our warfighting capabilities. We are reaching out
to all HBCUs with a unique opportunity for funding research
and development (R&D) through strategic partnerships with
small business partners like you.
Our USAF STTR Program has streamlined our acquisition
processes to remove barriers to entry and standardize
proposal submission processes with the distinct intention
to share how easy it is to participate with the United States
Air Force and Department of Defense (DoD) Small Business
mission partners as a prime or subcontractor on DoD
contracts.

Desired Outcome: “… From Grants to Contracts”
To increase Historically Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCU) and Minority Servicing Institutions (MSI)
participation in the U.S. Air Force and U.S. Space Force
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Programs.
Overarching U.S. Air Force STTR Vision:
Encourage engagement and increase program
participation amongst universities and small
businesses to produce technology in the form of good
or service, usable by the military or commercial sector.
Vision of our HBCU Collider Initiative:
Engage with HBCUs/MSIs to support the development
of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) capabilities in support of USAF needs and to
alleviate competency gaps between HBCU/MSIs and
traditional research universities.
Supporting Our Mission:
The mission of the United States Air Force is to fly, fight
and win... in air, space, and cyberspace.

OUR GOALS:
1. Increase HBCU/MSIs participation
in the USAF STTR research
funding source program by
submitting proposals and
increasing award metrics,
2. Connect HBCUs with emerging
trends in the U.S. Air Force, and
3. Establish strategic alliances with
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Space Force,
and HBCUs.

OUR OBJECTIVES:
1. Increase awareness of the
Air Force STTR program,
2. Educate the target audience on
the STTR program, processes,
and policies,
3. Reduce barriers to entry, and
4. Increase HBCU participation in
STTR program.

For more info contact:
Anissa Lumpkin

Lead Program Manager, Air Force SBIR/STTR

AFRL.SB.Questions@us.af.mil

https://www.sbirsttr.af.mil

Program Requirements:
• Work must be performed in the U.S.A.
• SBC must perform a minimum of 40% of the work involved
• RI must perform a minimum of 30% of the work
• SBC must manage the funding and contractual agreement
• Principal Investigator must be employed on contract at
least 50% of time by the SBC or RI

Follow us:
https://twitter.com/AFRL_SB

https://twitter.com/AF_SBIR_STTR

https://www.linkedin.com/company/afrl-small-business

https://www.linkedin.com/company/10864292

Air Force SBIR|STTR Special topics provide
a multi-phased approach to partnering with
commercially viable U.S.-based businesses
with 500 or fewer employees in order to
solve Air Force problems.
This approach allows for development and
adoption of commercially viable technologies
as integrated components of major programs
of record, or as operationally effective
commercial-off–the-shelf solutions.
Additionally, SBIR|STTR Special topics give
the U.S. technology ecosystem a competitive
edge, ensuring secure supply chains and
access to critical technologies in a global
marketplace.

HOW TO ENGAGE IN THE PROCESS

There are many support resources, tools, government teams and companies available to help. To get started, visit:

https://www.afsbirsttr.af.mil or www.afwerx.af.mil/sbir.html
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