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WASHINGTON — The North American Electric Reliability (NERC) hosted 

GridEx V this week. The annual Grid Security Exercise (GridEx) is an 

opportunity for u  li  es to demonstrate how they would respond to and 

recover from simulated coordinated cyber and physical security threats 

and incidents, strengthen their crisis communica  ons rela  onships, and 

provide input for lessons learned. This exercise is conducted every two 

years.

GridEx V was designed for distributed play, coordinated locally by 

a designated asset owner and operator lead planner. An execu  ve 

tabletop exercise (TTX) occurred concurrently with senior industry and 

government leaders. Due to the sensi  ve nature of scenario discussions, 

this exercise program was not open to the general public nor the media.

These geographically-distributed exercises are designed to execute the 

electricity industry’s crisis response to simulated coordinated cyber 

and physical security threats and incidents, to strengthen u  li  es’ 

crisis response func  ons, and to provide input for lessons learned.

— Source NERC

Energy sector braces for ‘Black Swan’ cyber a  acks and Power Grid outages
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BDPA, formerly known as Black Data Processing
Associates, was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  in 1975 to promote professional 
growth and technical development to those in or 
entering information and communications technology 
(ICT) career fields and related industries.  

Now in its 43rd year (Volume XLIII) National BDPA 
(NBDPA) and participating local BDPA Chapters 
publish daily and weekly blogs with quarterly or 
monthly newsletters.  For bdpatoday or web 
banner advertising rates, publication schedules, 
and online calendars with Industry events, contact 
regional offices or local BDPA Chapters by visiting
bdpa.org or bdpatoday.com. 

bdpatoday (ISSN 1946-1429)  is published by 
participating Local Chapters of National BDPA (NBDPA) 
with their respective chapter Communications 
Committees and mailed to BDPA members, BDPA 
corporate sponsors or electronically delivered to 
local BDPA Chapters and Chapter Interest Groups 
(CIGs)  via email or social media channels as a benefit 
of membership. Popular Technology TV (PTTV) is 
produced by bdpatoday with technology industry 
mission partners.
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